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In intimate Christian fellowship 
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Spiritual development 
Collegiate instruction 
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Variety of Opportunity 
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JANUARY BRINGS A NEW YEAR 


“Happy New Year!” is the wish which will soon be 
ringing all around us, for January brings us a new year. 
In that respect it differs from all the other months. 

Some of the newness of the new year will come to 
Luther Leaguers in a special way in January. They will 
mark up another forward step in the unfolding of their 
program, Operation Spiritual. They will hold Prayer 
Laboratories, something utterly new in the experience of 
Luther Leaguers, except some in two synodical Leagues 
—Texas and Rocky Mountain. Even to the bulk of 
Leaguers in those two places it will doubtless be an en- 
tirely new experience. And it is to be hoped that it will 
prove a happy one for many. 

One of the Rocky Mountain Synod Luther Leaguers, 
having been introduced to a Prayer Laboratory at their 
Camp last summer, wrote recently, “Many of us for the 
first time in our lives felt the nearness of our. heavenly 
Father, and our petty worries and fears were over- 
shadowed by the new sense of His immeasurable love.” 
That is the kind of experience we crave for all earnest 
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Luther Leaguers who participate in this part of Opera- 
tion Spiritual. 

In short, it is a school of prayer. One in which you 
learn to pray, not merely to talk about prayer. And it 
will be conducted in the midst of the surroundings of 
the home church and with the people whom you know 
very well. Leaguers themselves, the more spiritually ad- 
vanced and the less timid ones, may lead these prayer 
sessions in which not more than 8 or 10 persons of their 
own age-group will be gathered to learn all they can 
about how to pray—in private and in public, but espe- 
cially how to make prayer a valued part of their daily 
lives. 

If the leaders of the cell groups will go about the 
matter reverently and humbly, they will lead their groups 
into a marvelous new experience. Others have had it; 
you can, too. (Read the article, “Operation Spiritual in 
Prayer Laboratories”, in this issue, and use “How to 
Conduct a Prayer Laboratory”, in the December issue, 
as a practical guide in doing it.) 
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THEGLOGICAL SEMINARY 


THE LISRARY 


A Golden Mid-Century Year 


The year 1950 brings us to the mid-way 
mark of the Twentieth Century—a significant 
time in the life of all now living. For none 
is it more significant than for those who are 
privileged to have their youth at this half- 
way point. 

With the ancient Hebrews the 50th year 
was the year of Jubilee. It was a year in 
which many of the social wrongs of the pre- 
ceding years were righted. (Read the details 
in Leviticus 25:10ff. ) 

We, too, may make this year a year of 
genuine jubilee, if we will. We may resolve 
to make a new beginning with the Bible, to 
use it daily, to study its precepts and _ its 
teachings carefully, to seek to hear God’s 
voice speaking to us today. If we do, it will, 
indeed, be a year of golden jubilee. 

The use of the Bible daily is a matter of 
great importance to every Christian. He uses 
the Book in his private devotions and in his 
family life. But the Bible also must be taught 
and revered in our schools. That means the 
Church must maintain schools in the parish, 
in the synod, and in the church-at-large. 
Every parish tries to maintain schools where 
the Bible is taught to the people—weekday, 
Sunday, catechetical, vacation, etc. The grade 


of them must ever be improved, for the teach- 
ing of the Book of Books must benefit by the 
best in teaching techniques by the best 
equipped teachers. 

But if we maintain our parish schools as 
parallels to the public schools, and then for- 
get to go on with the instruction after high 
school, the work which has been done with 
our young people may be offset by the ag- 
nosticism and the blatant atheism and the 
gross materialism which are often found in 
schools of higher learning when they are free 
of the leavening influence of the Church and 
of Christianity. The Church must maintain 
colleges where the Bible is revered and stud- 
ied as the Book of Life, and where her young 
people may continue to grow in their appre- 
ciation of the Book. 

That the Church has done through the 
years, and must ever do. And the grade of 
her schools of higher learning must always 
be of the best. That will require generous 
material support year in and year out. 1950 
will present such a golden opportunity to 
The United Lutheran Church in America in 
its $6,000,00 C-H-E-Y Appeal for Christian 
Higher Education. Let us all give generously 
that all our U. L. C. A. schools may benefit! 
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Lutherans Who_ 
Work Together 


By Ruth Curby 
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Lutheran students of the Twin Cities help pack a box car of relief 


supplies for Lutheran World Relief. 


Wherever Lutheran groups gather these days, conver- 
sation is likely to turn eventually to the prospects for 
Lutheran unity. But while Lutheran unity is still only 
in the talking stages, Lutheran cooperation is moving for- 
ward with ever-increasing strides. 

A signal evidence of cooperation on the student level! 
took place last summer when a total of eighteen Lutheran 
students, representing various school and church _back- 
grounds, went to Germany to participate in work camps 
in Neckarzimmern, Luebeck, and Herzogs Sagemuehle, 
Germany. This represented cooperation not only across 
synodical lines, but on an international scale, with Euro- 
pean students, including DPs, also engaging in the pro- 
jects. 

The project at Neckarzimmern consisted of reconstruct- 
ing two barracks, formerly used to house forced laborers, 
to provide a chapel and crafts and recreation rooms for a 
youth home. Similar programs were carried out at the 
other two camps. Besides the reconstruction work, the 
camp program included devotional and recreational activi- 
ties. The Lutheran World Federation had set aside funds 
to purchase supplementary food for the student workers; 
but they paid their own transportation and incidental ex- 
penses and received only their maintenance while work- 
ing on the project. Sharing by American Lutheran youths 
in the camps was carried out under the Student Service 
Division of the National Lutheran Council. 

The N. L. C.: What Is It? 

Focal point of Lutheran cooperation is the National 
Lutheran Council, a service agency participated in by 
eight Lutheran Churches—United, Evangelical, American, 
Augustana, United Evangelical, Lutheran Free, Danish, 
and Suomi Synod. These eight bodies, with a total bap- 
tized membership of 3,864,959 in the U. S. and Canada, 
represent two-thirds of American Lutheranism. They have 
placed in the Council, through their duly elected repre- 


Two 


sentatives (called “councillors”) responsibility for a wide 
range of services including welfare, public relations, 
American missions, and student service. 

A division is set up within the framework of the Coun-— 
cil for each of these fields of activity. Student service 
has as its main function the “development and conserva- 
tion” of the faith of students in both secular and church 
colleges. One of the chief points of its program is to 
encourage students to affiliate with a congregation of their 
choice while going to school away from home—and thus 
give expression to their talents in church work. Through 


local campus organizations of the Lutheran Student Asso- 


ciation of America, students of various Lutheran back- 
grounds are brought together in fellowship for worship, 
Bible study, discussions, and recreation. It is a fact that 
the local LSA has provided the groundwork for many - 
Lutheran young people who have decided to enter the 
ministry or some other field of church work. 


Serving the Unchurched 

A direct result of the war and its aftermath is the Di- 
vision of American Missions. Originally set up as a com- 
mission to carry on an emergency ministry to overpopu- 
lated but unchurched defense-boom areas during the war, 
its chief purpose now is to help gear the home mission 
programs of the various participating bodies so as to avoid 
duplication of* congregational effort and organization. It 
also still conducts a spiritual ministry in twelve large hous- 
ing projects. A Department, “A Christian Approach to 
the Jewish People”, operates within this division to help 
Lutheran congregations reach the Jewish people with the 
Gospel. 

Through the Division of Public Relations, Lutherans 
work together in providing news of Lutheran happenings 
to the religious and secular press through the Council’s 
News Bureau. The Division also maintains a research 
and statistical department which has a reference library 
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for the use of the Church-at-large, A Wash- 
ington Secretary makes representation for the 
Council in matters of public interest and helps 
interpret Congressional action to Church lead- 
ers and workers. 

Endorsement of all NLC-affiliated pastors 
wishing to become chaplains in the armed 
forces is part of the task of the Bureau of 
Service to Military Personnel, which is the 
peacetime office of the former Service Com- 
mission. 

Under the Division of Welfare come such 
widely-scattered services as recruiting and 
placing Lutheran young people in social wel- 
fare work for the Church; providing and giy- 
ing oversight to an institutional chaplaincy; 
conducting surveys; coordinating Lutheran ef- 
forts in times of general disaster; and acting 
as executive secretary and adviser for the 
Lutheran Nurses Guild and for the Lutheran 
Welfare Conference in America. In addition, 
the Lutheran Resettlement Service for DPs a 
within this division. 


“Strongest Link’ 

Possibly the strongest link in Lutheran cooperation— 
because it is something which can be shared by every 
member of an N. L. C. congregation—has been Lutheran 
World Action. It is difficult to estimate the cooperative 
‘drive among the rank and file of Lutherahs, which has 
been stimulated by this annual appeal for funds to help 
uphold the faith of our brethren abroad. Launched on a 
hopeful experimental basis at first, with no quotas assigned 
—as a Finnish appeal and a fund for ministry to Lutheran 
service personnel in 1939-40—Lutheran World Action be: 
came recognized as a necessity if hope and faith were 
to be kept alive among our fellow-Lutherans in war-torn 
countries. Topping of the 1946-47 goal of $10,000,000 
provided a high-water mark in cooperative endeavor. 

Setting up of Lutheran World Relief in the fall of 1946 
marked a further step in joint effort. LWR has become 
known as the “material-aid arm” of Lutheran World Ac- 
tion, providing food, clothing, and other physical necessi- 
ties for the most needy, whereas LWA’s chief emphasis 


worker conducts a 
Sunday School class in a new housing project in a 
new community. 


‘A National Lutheran Council 
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Dr. Henry Hinspruch presents a copy of his new translation of the New 
Testament into Yiddish to Dr. Hoyer, Executive Secretary, NLC’s Divi- 
sion of American Missions. 


is spiritual—provision of funds for barracks churches, pas- 
toral necessities, Bibles, hymn books, and other tools of 
the Christian faith. Through May 81, 1949, Lutherans 
had contributed a total of $20,261,753 to Lutheran World 
Action and had shipped to sixteen countries, through 
Lutheran World Relief, goods valued at $9,724,173. 

With the reorganization of the Lutheran World Con- 
vention into a Federation two years ago, the National 
Lutheran Council received recognition as the U. S. 
National Committee for the Lutheran World Federation. 

In this capacity the Council was authorized last year 
to enter two additional fields of service. A Commission on 
Younger Churches and Orphaned Missions carries out 
administration of the orphaned mission fields of Germany 
and Finland in Africa, the Near East and the Far East. 
These mission fields, which represent more, in church 
membership and property values, than do the combined 
mission fields of those sponsored by all Lutheran Churches 
in America, would collapse without our support. 

A Resettlement Service was organized in the fall of 
1948, when Congress made possible the admission of 
large numbers of DPs to this country. The Service acts 
as a clearing house for job and housing opportunities for 
Lutheran DPs whose applications are cleared and for- 
warded through the Lutheran World Federation’s Euro- 
pean Resettlement offices. 

In addition to these cooperative activities within the 
Council proper, Lutherans are working together in two 
other spheres. 

Cooperation on the level of our seminaries is recog- 
nized in the new (spring 1949) Lutheran Quarterly, is- 
sued as a joint effort of seminaries representing the United, 
Evangelical, American, and Augustana Luthéran Churches. 
And this fall Lutherans got still another chance at 
cooperation, when the Commission on Evangelism, in 
which the eight participating bodies of the Council are 
represented, got its program of parish evangelism under- 
way on the local level. 
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Solitary retreat to the sanctuary of the Church 
may be helpful, but it is not essential to religion. 
“Religion is not formalism.” 


A large number of people are satisfied with a minimum 
of religion. A man, when asked one Sunday to come to a 
church meeting during the week replied, “Going to church 
on Sundays is enough religion for me.” A family whose 
children had seven years of perfect Sunday School attend- 
ance moved to another city. When urged to become ac- 
tive in their new church home, they declined, saying. they 
had too much religion in their former church and wanted 
a vacation from church work. 

What is the cause of this attitude? Is it not because 
they have the wrong idea of what religion is? If they had 
a correct understanding of religion, they could never get 
enough of it. They miss the point of religion just as a 
country lad who went to town to see his first circus. His 
father gave him a silver dollar and permitted him to ride 
his pony nine miles to the village. When he reached the 
town, the streets were filled with people. He tied up his 
pony and ran to see what was happening. Down the main 
street came the marvelous spectacle of animals and clowns 
and wagons. His eyes almost popped out with wonder 
and amazement. When the parade had passed, he rode 
home thinking that he had seen the circus. Likewise, many 
miss the real things in religion. Well, what then is 
religion? 

What Religion Is Not 

Often we can understand something when we see what 
it is not. Religion is not formalism. Some think of religion 
in terms of rites and ceremonies, hard pews, dull sermons, 
hot churches, and squeaking choir voices. It all seems 
so mechanical, automatic, and routine. Such go home after 


*®Pastor Brokhoff of Redeemer Lutheran Church, Atlanta, Ga., here 
writes the second in a series of articles on the general theme, ““Why 
Be Religious?” 
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What, Then, Is: Religion? 


By John R. Brokhoff* 


Photos by Harold M. Lambert 


e 


church and feel they received nothing from the hour of 
worship. They are like the man who was asked by his wife 
whether he saw that Mrs. So-and-so wore a new chinchilla 
coat. Apologetically, he replied: “Er-no, I must have been 
dozing.” “Huh,” his wife snorted, “a lot of good the service 
did you!” 

Moreover, religion is not a series of negatives. There 
are some who think of religion merely in terms of “don’t” 
or “thou shalt not.” Religion means to them only self- 
denial and sacrifice. They believe that a religious person 
simply doesn’t do this or that. A man once went to his_ 
doctor about a severe headache. He was checked over 
thoroughly and nothing wrong could be found. After the 
tests, the doctor questioned the man about his way of life. 
Since no physical basis for the headache could be found, 
he wondered. whether the man drank. “No,” was the. 
answer. “I never take a drink.” “Do you smoke?” The 
patient replied, “No, smoking is sinful.” “Do you chase 
after women?” “Oh, no, that would be against the Com- 
mandments.” “Do you stay up late at night?” “I go to bed 
early, because it is not right to stay up late.” The doctor 
said: “Do you know what is causing your headaches? 
Your halo is too tight.” There are some who misunderstand 
religion in terms of a too-tight halo of negatives, whereas 
religion is essentially something positive, full free, and 
abundant. Religion is giving up something only to gain that 
which is far better. As in marriage, we give up our indi- 
vidual liberties for the sake of a greater, fuller, finer free- 
dom—the good of the family. 


Too Much and Too Little 
To some, religion is very solemn and severe. In other 

words, it is a killjoy. They think you cannot have a good 

time if you are burdened with religion. To be religious, 
they believe, you must have a long and sour face. A smile 

and a happy heart would be devilish. One time a young 

lad asked a Scotch Presbyterian Elder if it was all right 
to take a walk on the Sabbath. The answer was: “Well, 

I guess it will be all right, if you don’t enjoy yourself.” 

The reason for people being miserable in their religion is 

that they do not have enough of it to make them happy. 

An old negro woman described a young member of her 

congregation thus: “Jes’ enough ‘ligion to make her 

mis’able—too much to be happy dancin’, drinkin’, and 

carryin’ on, an’ too little to be right happy at prayer 
meetin’.” When you have too little religion, it becomes a 

duty, a chore, a “have to.” 
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This kind of religion is not Christ’s. This is the religion 
of the Scribes and Pharisees which Jesus emphatically con- 
demned in bold and scathing words. Referring to this mill- 
stone type of religion, Jesus said, “Come unto me all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn of me. For my yoke is 
_ easy and my burden is light.” In comparison to the religion 

- of the Pharisees, his religion was light and easy. The relig- 
ion of the Pharisees was heavy, a weight burdensome to 
carry. What, then, is the nature of Jesus’ religion? 


This Is the Life! 

Religion is life because it relates one to God the Source 
and the Author of all life. Christ’s religion, through His 
sacrifice on the Cross, puts us into harmonious relationship 
with God. In this relationship we find life. Who does not 
want to live? A rich old man offered anyone his fortune of 
30 million dollars for 30 more years of life. God alone, 
through Christ, offers us life everlasting. Nothing or no- 
body else—wealth, education, power, friends—can give us 
positive assurance that we shall live beyond the grave. 
The New Testament is positive in saying that those who 
die in Christ shall inherit eternal life. 

Not only in heaven, but on earth also is life offered 
to all believers in Christ. There is a difference between 
life and living. This was brought out in a controversy be- 
tween two old ladies. The one accused the other of 
being frivolous for her age. “Maybe so,” said the accused, 
“but remember: I am living; you are only living on.” God 
makes life worth living. When we have come in contact 
with this life of God, we shout: “This is the life!” Jesus 
came to give us abundant life. His life is great and full 
and free. Life becomes such when our lives are filled with 
church and feel they received nothing from the hour of 
worship. They are like the man who was asked by his wife 
His spirit of love and goodness. When we live by His prin- 
ciples, we are happy. The Christian life is free from worry 
and fear. The more we are in Christ, the more we have 


“Religion is life because it relates 
one to God, the Source and Author 
of all life.” That is why parents 
are often brought into a new rela- 
tionship with God. 
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“Religion is power.” Yes, because it relates one to 
the Source of spiritual power. And religion must have 
its power lines—the Bible and the Sacraments, being 
primary. 

life. 

Religion is loye because “God is love.” There is not a 
person who does not want to be loved. Some, desperate 
for love, go so far as crime to get it. Others seek it vi- 
cariously while they watch love-scenes in the movies or 
read love-stories in books and magazines. Love causes 
people to make great sacrifices. A certain wife was left 
a fortune by her father if she would divorce her husband. 
She decided to sacrifice her $2,500,000 estate to live with 
her husband. Only love would do that! Four teen-age boys 
and girls committed suicide by eating poisoned candy 
while sitting on the banks of the sacred Jumna river in 
India, because their parents blocked their wedding. If they 
could not be together on earth, they would, they 
claimed, be reunited after death. 


How To Be Loved 

Religion is the source of true love. “We love because 
God first loved us.” God loves you. This is proven by His 
providence evident in nature. Above all, God’s mercy and 
forgiving love are manifested in Jesus who died for us on 
the Cross. “Herein perceive we the love of God, in that 
while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.” 

You may say that the fact of God’s love is appreciated, 
but what you want, too, is the love of man. Religion also 
gives you this kind of love. People love us only if we love 
them. It is said that Napoleon never loved anybody, not 
even his brothers. While in exile, Napoleon wrote: “There 
isn’t one person in all the world that really loves me.” 
It happens that way every time: if you do not love, you 
will not be loved in return. To be loved, we must first love. 
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But how can we? The Christian religion gives you the 
reason and motive for loving your fellowmen. God loves 
you, and you love Him in return. Love begets love. The 
love you have for God is expressed in your love for your 
fellowmen. You do not love your fellowmen because they 
love you or, because they are worthy of your love. You 
love them for Jesus’ sake. Automatically love comes back 
to you. Thus, the more religion you have, the more you 
~ will love. The more you love others, the more you will be 
loved. 

Religion is power. St. Paul said, “the kingdom of God is 
not in word but in power.” There is a common longing 
among us that we would like to do so many things if we 
just had the strength to do them. We have dreams and 
ideals, but feel so weak and helpless in reaching them. 
Religion gives us the power to endure our troubles and to 
live in spite of them. Christ promised, “My grace is suffi- 
cient for thee.” It has always proved to be enough to help 
us over the mountains of trouble, suffering, and sorrow. 
Religion, in addition, gives us power to do the seemingly 
impossible. Paul said, “I can do all things through Christ 
who strengtheneth me.” There is no limit to the power of 
God. Nothing is too hard for Him. That power is at our 


disposal when we have the true religion. 


Handles of Power 

The big question is, how do you get this power? It 
comes through the Holy Spirit, for Jesus said that when 
the Spirit came we would have power. Power also comes 
to us through prayer. Jesus promised, “Whatsoever ye ask, 
believing, ye shall receive.” Prayer is a handle of power 
for triumph in daily living. Power, too, comes by faith. 
Often Jesus said, “Thy faith hath made thee whole.” He | 
promised that if we had faith we could move mountains. 
These three—faith, prayer, and the Spirit-come to us 
through our Christian religion. 

Well, how much of this religion do you want and how 
much of it can you take? Religion is life—how much life 
do you want? Religion is love—can you be loved too much? 
Religion is power—can you be too strong? Since religion 
means these things, nobody should get enough of it. 
Gladly, therefore, ought we to obey the command that 
asks us to embrace the whole Christian religion with all 
of our beings: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all’ thy soul, and with all thy mind, 
and with all thy strength.” 


OPERATION SPIRITUAL: Project V 


What did the manger of Bethlehem contain for you 
this Christmas? Did it in a very real way present Christ 
to you? Operation Spiritual has as its emphasis the put- 
ting of Christ into CHRISTmas. If your most precious 
gift during this Christmas time was God’s gift of His 
Son, then the holiday season became a holy season for 
you. 

Luther once said, “The Bible is like the manger of 
Christmas, bringing us the Bible of Bethlehem.” The 
Bible is important for that reason: It gives us Christ. 

During October each League studied what Paul had to 
say to the Christians at Philippi. This coming Lenten 
season we are to study “The Life of Christ.” As the source 
of our study, the gospel of St. Mark is to be used. 

The primary emphasis will be upon individual study 
of the story of Christ found in Mark’s account. During 
the week each Leaguer will study a portion of Mark’s 
gospel. A general discussion of the material studied, along 
with some helps, will be given at the regular weekly 
League meetings in addition to the topics study for the 
week. 

It is important that we approach the study of the Bible 
with an open mind to see what it says to us. In the study 
of a gospel—the express telling of the “good news’—we 
ought to catch the full life of our Saviour. A person will 
not be the same after an earnest study of the Bible; con- 
tact with God changes men. Jesus’ life will prove to be 
the source of continued influence upon the student’s life. 

The Christian message is based upon certain events 


*Mr. Bauer is a Middler at Hamma Divinity School, Springfield, 
Ohio, a former president of the Luther League of Ohio, and a member 
of the LLA’s Committee on Operation Spiritual. 
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By Arthur Baver* 


which took place in history at a definite time and in a 
specific place. The historical facts of this past serve as 
the background for the action of the Holy Spirit in our 
lives today. 

A systematic study of the gospel of Mark will give us 
the basic events of the history through which God has 
provided our salvation. The study must begin with a 
thoughtful reading of the text. With the general facts in 
mind, the student can then proceed to a more thorough 
study of the contents of the gospel. This can be done 
best on an individual basis. Only after a personal study 
of the biblical story by Leaguers can something be gained 
by group discussion. It is only when individuals have read 
and thought over passages of scripture that they are able 
to talk about them. 

It is of vital importance that we catch the significance 
of our Bible reading as individuals. The study of the 
message of Mark should give Leaguers a wealth of in- 
formation with which they can think intelligently about 
the life of Christ and begin to see their relationship to 
Him. An examination of the Bible will reveal the mercy 
and love of God in Christ, just as the manger will show 
man the wondrous Gift of Christmastide. 

The Committee on Operation Spiritual of The Luther 
League of America is preparing a study guide for each 
Leaguer to use during Lent in his personal study of “The 
Gospel According to St. Mark.” These will be available 
without charge from Headquarters around the first of 
February. We hope that each member of your League 


will use this Bible study help. Through this study a — Si 


Leaguer can better come to know and to understand the 
meaning of Jesus Christ for himself. 
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Hello! Happy New Year! And do come in! The home- 
for-the-holidays mob is still haunting the Shop, but there 
is always room for one more. Our conversation has been 
gay and serious by turns, depending on the twist, and al- 
together enjoyable. We definitely will miss you when you 
depart tomorrow for campuses, businesses and residences 
elsewhere! But let’s join the crowd, shall we? 


It has just occurred to us that this would be a won- 
derful time to dig out our notes on Chaplain Wallace E. 
Fisher's chapel talks at Roanoke and talk about the things 
he said. His opening discussion entitled, “Things That 
Maiter Most,” is especially appropriate for the opening 
of a new year as you will presently see. 


He began by saying that there are few things in life 
that matter a great deal, and one of these is God’s un- 
speakable, indescribable G:ft—Christ. Continuing, he said 
that beyond the New Testament, the most valid, compel- 
ling description of Christ is the (our) Christ-controlled 
personality. The three characteristics of a Christ-con- 
trolled persona:ity are: (1) the habit of Christian per- 


spective—to know God is in the midst of the affairs of 


men; (2) the knack of Christian insight—to be able to 
find the spiritual in the midst of the material; (3) the 
knowledge that God in Christ is our constant and per- 
sonal Companion. Would that each of us would ponder 
on just those three points each day throughout this com- 
ing year! What changes could be made, and what mira- 
cles wrought! 


Wednesday, the Rey. Mr. Fisher talked about “The 
Book That Matters Most.” Change is the order of the day, 
he said, but human history is the story of change. Our 
tempo is just a little bit faster, that’s all. Then he gave 
the scriptural basis for his remarks, a passage from Isaiah 
which says, “The grass withereth, the flower fadeth, but 
the Word of God shall stand forever.” Because of the 
Word, we have security, permanency in the midst of 
change, and we find the Word in the Bible of course. 
’ There will be no real security unless men take the Word 
into ther hearts. Weve jumpy and neurotic because we 
depend on impermanent things. 
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In answer to the question (rhetorical, of course!), 
“What. shall we do with the Bible?”, These three things 
were suggested: (1) Study—long perspirational study— 


_ with the view to discovering what the Bible says to each 


of us personally. (There is, Chaplain Fisher said, a rela- 
tion between the dusty Bible and the dirty souls of men!) 
And daily devotions are not enough. Study, as he defined 
it, means the outlet of energy expended; (2) Take what 
we learn and put it into action—get down on our knees 
and pray for our enemies—believe that the meek inherit 
the earth; (3) Share it in word with those about us. 
“How long has it been,” he asked, “since you have sat 
down and discussed the Word of God with anyone?” 


Then came Thursday and “The Institution That Matters 
Most.” Chaplain Fisher said: (1) The Church is the only 
institution which takes sin seriously and calls men to re- 
pentance and gospel faith—that makes us face ourselves; 
(2) The Church is the only institution that concerns it- 
self with broken and defective lives; (3) The Church is 
the only agency that never lowers its ideal ‘below abso- 
lute perfection—the perfection of God. Our reach must 
exceed our grasp. 


The last day of the Convention began with a discourse 
on “The Quest That Matters Most,” at which time three 
universal fears were mentioned: (1) Fear of loneliness—a 
reminder that we were meant for the eternal fellowship 
with God; (2) Fear of death as it comes to each of us 
personally—we have the fear of facing a Judge, whether 
he is a Saviour or not, and we fear deserved punishment; 
(3) Fear of being forgotten. We are concerned about our 
place in the sun instead of our position as co-laborer with 


God. 


Good, no? Out of it all, the things we remember best 
are Christ.an perspective, Christian insight, security in the 
m dst of change can be found in the Word, we are con- 
cerned wth our place in the sun instead of our position as 
a co-laborer with God. Oh yes, and there is a relation 
between the dusty Bible and the dirty souls of men. What 
caught and held your attention—and heart? 


And now you know why we would have missed break- — 
fast if necessary, to be in chapel! 


By the way, this is Missionary Month, so to speak, in 
Luther League and you may be seeking a new “format” 
—a new kind of program for your crowd. Additional ma- 
terial can always be found in The Foreign Missionary pub- 
lished by the Board of Foreign Missions and available 
from that Board, 231 Madison Avenue, New York 16, 
N.Y. The same Board will also furnish to you—upon re- | 
quest!—a list of audio-visual materials from which to choose 
something s.itable. These come in motion picture and 
2” x 2” slide form and should be ordered from your near- 
est U. L. P. H. depository—Philadelphia, Chicago, Los 
Angeles, or Columbia, South Carolina. 


A good new year! “Bye now! 
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The Luther League of America’s Executive Committee for 1949-1951 
(L. to R. front) Eleanor Guderian; Garfield Raymond, First Vice- 
President; Ruth Greve, Secretary; Roy Henrickson, President; Margaret 


McFalls, Missionary Chairman; Ray Cline, Second Vice-President; 
Howard Turkheimer, Treasurer; Edna Wagner; (back) Rev. Harold F. 
Park; Rev. W. F. Most; Rev. Alfred L. Beck, Life Service Chairman; 
Rev. Paul J. Renz, Educational Chairman; Clarence Neun, Special Gifts 


New Executive 
Committee Holds 
Annual Conclave 


Chairman; George Billman; Howard L. Logan, Immediate Past President; 


Luther Dehnel; Eugene Geiger. 


The first annual meeting of the new Executive Com- 
mittee chosen by the Roanoke Convention was held at 
the Headquarters Office, 405 Muhlenberg Building, Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,, November 11 and 12, with the important 
Administrative Committee meeting the day before. All 
the members of the Committee (named under the photo 
above) were present to participate in the deliberations 
of the body. 

The social highlight of the meeting was the festive 
meal arranged especially to honor Mr. Alvin H. Schaediger, 
who had just completed 20 consecutive years of member- 
ship on the League’s Executive Committee in various 
capacities. The guest of honor was presented with an 
appropriately worded hand-illuminated testimonial by 
Immediate Past President Howard L. Logan. 

There to share the formal expression of thanks for 
services rendered by her husband was Mrs. (Ruth Otter- 
bein) Schaediger to whom President Roy Henrickson 
presented an orchid. 

Two others of the Luther League family of Christian 
servants were also present as honor guests—Mr. and Mrs. 
John George Kurzenknabe. A similar testimonial had 
been presented to John George at the Roanoke Conven- 
tion banquet, and to Mrs. Kurzenknabe (nee -—Emma 
Gusky) was now presented a beautiful orchid. (See pic- 
ture on opposite page.) 

It is a rare occasion when as many of the top leaders 
in The Luther League of America are together as were 
present on this occasion. At the top of the opposite page 
is shown the array of presidential timber which has 
served since the Charleston Convention, July, 1935. 


Eight 


Another occasion for fine social fellowship was the 
luncheon meeting at the Sylvania Hotel. The speaker of 
the day was The Rev. Henry H. Bagger, D.D., Pastor 
of historic Trinity Church, Lancaster, Pa., and member 
of the Executive Board of the U.L.C.A. In his own. in- 
imitable manner, Dr. Bagger addressed the group on the 
subject, “Two-Way Traffic in the Youth Field”. Follow- 
ing his address, there was an opportunity for informal dis- 
cussion. Dr. Bagger has served the LLA as consultant to 
its Committee on Personnel and as Chairman of the Ex- 


“ecutive Board’s Committee on Boards and Agencies helped 


mightily with the re-writing of the new constitution which 
was initially proposed to the Roanoke Convention. 

Representing the President of the Church was the 
Assistant to the President, The Rev. George F. Harkins, 
whose friendly personality and genial advice made him 
a welcome visitor in the Committee’s midst. 

The Committee was highly pleased to learn officially of 
Pastor Frease’s decision to continue as Executive Secre- 
tary of the organization in accordance with the call re- 
issued him at the time of the Roanoke Convention. It 
passed unanimously the following pertinent resolution: 
“That we express to Pastor Frease our very genuine satis- 
faction in the providence that led him to accept the call 
extended to him by our Executive Committee at the 
Roanoke Convention, and that we pledge to him anew 


our loyal support as he leads us in the furtherance of the 
cause of Christ through the youth of the Church in the — 


years immediately ahead.” 
Acting under authority of the action of the Roanoke 
Convention, President Roy Henrickson had appointed a 
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Committee for Investigating and Recommending the Pur- 
chase of a Home for the Executive Secretary, composed 
of the following: Howard Turkheimer, Jr., Chairman; 
Alvin Schaediger; Eugene Geiger; and Rev. Joseph W. 
Frease. Upon favorable recommendation of the commit- 
tee, the two-story six-roomed brick dwelling (row house 
style) at 2455 W. 75th Avenue, West Oaklane, Philadel- 
phia, was purchased for $6,000. The property was for- 
merly owned by Mr. Wilbur E. Zieger, devoted Lutheran 
layman and former Luther Leaguer, and was purchased 
at a figure well below market value. This fact called 
forth a special resolution of thanks on the part of the 
committee. 

Pastor Ducker was heard in his tenth and final report 
as Associate Secretary and Editor of the organization. 
His ten-year term is up on March $1, 1950. The com- 
mittee voted him “a ninety-day vacation beginning at 
such a time as his service with The Luther League of 
America shall terminate.” The Administrative Committee 
was requested to make arrangements for an occasion at 
which time proper recognition be given Pastor Ducker 
for his fifteen years (ten of which as secretary) of service 
of the organization. 

The Committee, acting as a committee of the whole, 
decided to invite Miss Mary Helen Smith of Sunbury, Pa., 
to become Associate Secretary in charge of Intermediate 
Work. (Her acceptance is announced elsewhere in this 
issue. ) 

A report from the Committee on Operation Spiritual, 
Miss Ruth Blackburn, Chairman, was heard, and it was 
decided that “Operation Spiritual be retained as a domi- 
nant emphasis in the program of the LLA for at least 
two years.” 

The committee reported that it planned another Bible 
study for’ next fall, probably for the month of November, 
but details had to await further discussion. 

Approval was given to co-operating again with the 
Parish and Church School Board in the laying of plans 
for the observance of Youth Sunday, 1950. The theme, 
“A Promise to Keep”, was chosen. 


Mrs. Alvin H. Schaediger (left) and Mrs. John George 
Kurzenknabe, wives of former LLA Fresidents, wear- 
ing the orchids which President Henrickson (standing 
between them) had just presented in the name of the 
organization. Alvin, who received a hand illuminated 


testimonial, is seated at the left. 
December issue.) 


(Pictured in the 
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Present at the festive banquet arranged to honor Alvin 
Schaediger: (L. to R.) John George Kurzenknabe, Presi- 
dent, 1935-1939; Alvin H. Schaediger, President, 1939- 
1946; Howard L. Logan, President, 1946-1949; Roy Hen- 
rickson, President, 1949- 


The invitation of the Luther League of Iowa to have 
the 1951 Convention of The Luther League of America 
meet on the campus of their state university at lowa City 
was unanimously accepted after Secretary Frease’s per- 
sonal assurances of the absolute adequacy of all the fa- 
cilities there was obtained. Iowa is able to entertain com- 
fortably a larger number than ever attended any previous 
convention, so it’s “On to Iowa with 2,000 Luther 
Leaguers.” 

“The League Link”, whose first appearance took place 
this fall, was welcomed, and provision was made for its 
continuance as a free publication to local Leagues espe- 
cially on a quarterly basis. It will not be mailed to pas- 
tors henceforth, as was the case with the first mailing. 

Four Regional Conferences for Synodical Committees 
on Luther League or Youth Work, and State and Synod- 
ical presidents and advisors were planned for 1950: 

Southwest—Kansas City, Mo. ...... January 6, 7 

Midwest—Chicago, Ill. ........... January 13, 14 

Southeast—Salisbury, N. C. ........ January 27, 28 

Eastern-Philadelphia, Pa. ........ February 3, 4 

For each of them The Luther League of America is to 
provide its staff leadership. Expenses incident to repre- 
sentation by synods is to be borne by them. 

A two-day conference of synodical youth directors is 
to be called for Philadelphia, February 2 and 3, if it 
proves feasible. This will precede the Eastern Regional 
Conference at the same place. 

The Second Presidents’ Conference (the first was held 
in 1947) is scheduled for the Thanksgiving weekend, 
November 23-25, 1950, in connection with which the an- 
nual meeting of the Committee will be held. Tentative 
plans are for it to be held on the campus of Wittenberg 
College, Springfield, Ohio. 

Action was taken requesting approval of the Board of 
American Missions for naming for promotional purposes 
the new missionary project, “The (Milton J.) Bieber 

(Continued on Page 10) : 
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® When the new Executive Committee met at Head- 
quarters in November it was discovered that fourteen 
members of this group had served as President of his 
or her Synodical or State Luther League. We suspect 
that this sets some kind of record in Executive Commit- 
tee circles. 

® The Executive Committee acknowledges with grati- 
tude the Faith in Youth Offerings which have been re- 
ceived since Youth Sunday 1949. These offerings now 
total more than $9,000. We are hopeful that the total 
will exceed $10,000 when all has been remitted to us. 
This is a decrease from the total received in 1947 and 
1948 when many Church Councils voted to support this 
fund with a special gift. 

® The Executive Committee voted to accept the invita- 
tion of the Luther League of the Iowa Synod to hold 
the next biennial convention at Iowa City. So, we will 
meet out “where the tall corn grows,’ August 13-17, 
1951. 

The Leaguers in Iowa are already at work getting 
ready to entertain the host of Leaguers who will gather 
on the beautiful campus of the University of Iowa. The 
Memorial Union, where the sessions will be held, seats 
nearly 1500 in its spacious air-conditioned assembly room. 
You will want to be with that delegation of Christian 
youth. Plan for it now. 

The Luther League of the Rocky Mountain Synod, 
which had invited us to meet there, is enthusiastically 


urging that a Post-convention trip be planned to some. 


of the scenic areas where they live in Colorado and other 
western States. 

® As you continue your use of Operation Spiritual in the 
local League with the use of Prayer Laboratory you will 
find Pastor Ducker’s article in the December issue of 
The Luther League Review (page 16) very helpful. It 
is a sort of condensation of the article which is prepared 
for this issue by Rev. and Mrs. N. A. Kern. The Com- 
mittee which has planned this program is hopeful that 
many young people will be encouraged in the practice of 
prayer through this suggested program during these 
weeks in January. 

® The Education Committee surveyed the response 
which has been given to the Luther League Book-of-the- 
Month-Club since it was begun early in 1947. After 
serious consideration of the matter, it was voted to dis- 
continue the plan and to substitute a Reading List for 
each of the three age groups on a semi-annual basis. 
This list will be suggested by the Education Committee 
and made available to local Leagues in ways to be 
announced. 
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. Many Leagues have expressed their desire to have the 
list of books in advance in order to make their own 
selection of books to be added to a library or to start a 
library for the League. 

Current books of worth will be reviewed from time to 
time in the pages of The Review for those who are in- 
terested in this type of reading list. 
® Regional Conferences for Synodical Presidents, Luther 
League Advisors, Chairmen and members of Synodical — 
Luther League Committees, and Synodical Luther League 
Presidents are being planned for January and February. 
Similar Conferences were conducted in 1949. They were 
so helpful to all who participated that we were urged 
to repeat them this year. Meetings will be held as follows: 

Southwestern—Kansas City ....January 6 and 7 


Midwestern—Chicago ......... January 13 and 14 
Southeastern—Salisbury ....... January 27 and 28 
Eastern—Philadelphia ........ February 3 and 4 


Notices of these meetings have been sent to all those 
whose names we have at Headquarters. A fine response 
has been received, noting their intention to participate 
again this year. If you are one of the persons mentioned, 
you are invited to attend the Conference nearest you. 
®@ Last month we overlooked giving a credit line to the 
producers of our photographs in the section on the Roa- 
noke convention. He was Fred Rochelle, a former Luther 
Leaguer of Philadelphia, Pa., who was the convention 
photographer. Copies of the photographs are still avail- 
able from him at one dollar each, 1547 East Pastorius 
Street, Philadelphia 38, Pa. 

® Looking forward to February, please keep in mind 
the next two projects of Operation Spiritual—Christ in 
Every Purse and the individual study of The Life of 
Christ. The former should be introduced in early Feb- 
ruary, the latter with the beginning of Lent, or rather on 
the Sunday before, February 19. For supplies for the 
former see the advertisement below. Individual study 
guides on The Life of Christ for daily use will be avail- 
able about February 1. Get your order in early. 

© Don’t forget to get your order in at once for copies 
of “Hawaii Sends Aloha!”, service for Missionary Day, 
January 29, 1950. 
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New Executive Committee Holds Annual Conclave 
(Continued from Page 9) 

Memorial Project for Hawaii.” Approval was assured. 

To instrument the summer program (camps and sum- 
mer schools) of the LLA, action was taken authorizing 
the employment of as many as three suitable young per- | 
sons to supplement the work of the regular staff, if that 
many be needed. 

In line with the expanding program of Luther League 
and the continued growth of the membership, the largest 
budget ever adopted was outlined for 1950, aggregating 
$52,650. The Report of the Finance Committee, Howard 
Turkheimer, Jr., chairman, was received with much satis- 


faction, especially when he disclosed the increasing sup- 


port which Leaguers themselves are giving to their 
program. 
a 
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Intermediates Chosen 


MISS MARY HELEN SMITH COMES TO POSITION 
RECENTLY VACATED BY MISS LOUISE MARKS 


By J. W. Frease 


The Executive Committee of The Luther League of 
America is pleased to announce that Miss Mary Helen 
Smith, Sunbury, Pennsylvania, has accepted its invita- 
tion to serve as Associate Secretary in Charge of Inter- 
mediate Work. She will begin her work at Headquarters 
about February 1. Miss Smith comes to occupy the of- 
fice which was vacated by Miss Louise Marks on June I, 
1949. Miss Smith is at present employed as Secretary- 
Treasurer of Zion Lutheran Church, Sunbury. She has 
held this position since June 1, 1949. This is the second 
office she has held in her home congregation. From June 
1943 to September 1945 she served as Parish Worker 
with Pastor Carl A. Honeycutt. 

She relinquished her work in 1945 to enroll as a stu- 
dent at Susquehanna University, majoring in history and 
psychology. During her student days she was a cabinet 
member of the Student Christian Association. For two 
years she was a member of Pi Gamma Nu National Hon- 
orary Social Service Fraternity. She served as secretary 
of her class for two years. She is proud of her letter in 
Hockey as a member of the Women’s Athletic Association: 
She was graduated from the University in May, 1949. 
Miss Smith is a graduate of Sunbury High School, the 
class of 1948. She was a member of the National Honor- 
ary Society in her senior year and was given the D.A.R. 
Citizenship award upon her graduation. 

She was busy during the vacation months each year 
while at Susquehanna. She served as Parish Worker, 
Messiah Lutheran Church, South Williamsport, in 1946; 
as Director of Recreation in the playgrounds at Sunbury, 
1947; and worker in a summer resort in 1948. 

Mary Helen has been active in her home congregation 
as a member of the Senior Choir and as vice-president of 
Women of the Church. She has served in practically all 
the offices of the local Luther League. Her leadership 
there was recognized by the Synodical League of the 
_ Central Pennsylvania Synod where she served as a mem- 
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ber-at-large on the Executive Committee, as Life Service 
Secretary, and as Educational Secretary. In 1946 she 
won the contest of the Synodical Educational Committee 
in preparing the topic which was awarded first place in 
the contest. It was at a Luther League convention of the 
Central Pennsylvania Synod when Mary Helen conferred 
with the chaplain of the convention concerning giving 
her life in full-time service to Christ and “His Church. 
She has pressed forward to this goal ever since. 

She is the youngest of six children of Mr. and Mrs. 
William K. Smith, Sunbury. She says, “the youngest by 
ten minutes,” because a twin brother, Fred, shared in 
the joys of that blessed event twenty-three years ago. 
She will make her home at Philadelphia as she serves in 
this office. 

One of her pastor friends writes, “I regard Helen as 
one of the finest young Lutherans I have ever known. 
She is absolutely loyal and devoted to the Church and the 
Luther League. None excels her in that. She is keen, 
alert, and will grow in the work.” 


Intermediate 
Leader’s Handbook 


By MILDRED GARTELMANN 


This is a manual for the guidance of the Intermediate Leader 
in the local group 


25¢ each 
Order from 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 


1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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: HAWATIAN CRUISE dicts  LUTHERS LEAGUECSEYLE 


By Jennie Killian and Ruth Horn* 


Invitation 

A picture of a steamship with the fol- 
lowing verse may be used. The date and 
time of the party may be placed under 
the verse. 

A cruise to Hawaii. Come without fail. 

Join the Luther Leaguers and let’s 

set sail. 

We'll have games on every deck; 

You'll have fun just by the peck. 

Send an early reservation— 

Sail with us to our destination. 


Decorations 

The room is gaily decorated for this 
gala party, similar to the parties aboard 
ship when crossing the equator, or last 
night out, etc. Blue and white crepe 
paper streamers draped from the light 
fixtures will form the background, while 
strings of pennants (made from card- 
board or construction paper) will add a 
cheery effect. Anchors, lifesavers, either 
real or imitation, may be placed around 
the room. 


Identification Tags 
As the guests assemble, each is given 
an identification tag in the form of a 
pineapple, coconut or palm tree—which 
he wears for the remainder of the even- 
ing after his name is written thereon. 


Aloha 

(Pronounced A-lo-ha which is Ha- 
waiian for “greetings” ). Upon arrival give 
each one a handshake, a big smile, plus 
a pencil and paper. Ask each guest to 
shake hands with and secure the names 
of as many as possible, writing opposite 
each name the birthday, occupation and 
hobby of its owner. A prize may be 
awarded for the longest list. The early 
Leaguer has the advantage here. 


Grand March 

This is an excellent way to start an 
evening's program or to change over from 
quiet to active games. There are very 
clever designs that can be made with the 
group and the ingenuity of the leader 
will do much for variety of performance. 
Use Fun Encyclopedia to obtain new 
designs. 


®Mrs. Killian and Miss Hom are active 
Luther League leaders in the program of the 
Lancaster Conference Luther League, Minis- 
terium of Pa, 
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Passports 

Each person is given a slip of paper 
on which is written the name of another 
person present. He then erases the name 
and draws the picture of that person. The 
slips are passed around and each person 
must try to claim his own passport by 
recognizing his own picture. 


On the Bridge 

Form: two groups of players, boys on 
one side, and girls on the other facing 
the boys. The two groups compete 
against each other as follows: A ping- 
pong ball is placed on the forehead be- 
tween boy and girl, held in place by 
pressure of head against head. Then hold- 
ing on to each other’s hands or shoulders 
they walk together to one end of the 
room and return. If the ball drops to the 
floor it must be replaced. Continue with 
next couple in line until one side has 
won. 


Charades of Hawaii 

Guests are divided into the four regu- 
lar divisions. One group acts out a cha- 
rade in pantomime for the other groups 
to guess. Then another group takes a 
turn. The subjects of the charades may 
be as varied as you may care to make 
them, but in this instance they should 
center around some characteristic of 
Hawaii. 


Tropical Tornado 

A string is held taut for each relay 
line. On each string is a paper cup, cut 
in the shape of a funnel. Each person 
must move the cup to the end of the 
string by blowing into the open end of 
the cup. No hands may be used with the 
exception of the return, when each per- 
son upon reaching the finishing line, pulls 
the cup back to his next player. 


South Sea Breezes 

The group forms a circle seated on 
chairs. Each person holds the edge of a 
sheet which is stretched across the circle. 
One person is IT and stands outside the 
circle. The players blow a feather across 
the sheet and IT tries to catch it. After 
a-short time another person may be se- 
lected to be IT. 


Ship Queries 
In this game, the leader asks another 
person a question about shipboard. For 


instance, he says, “Did you enjoy your 
walk around the deck this morning?” 
The person must answer with his name 


: 


initials which happen to be I. W. C. so — 


he says, “Yes, but it was cold”. Then 
the second person asks’ a question of an- 
other player and so one until everyone 
has had a turn. 


Row, Row, Row Your Boat 

Everyone knows the words and music 
for this round which is as follows: 

Row, row, row your boat 

Gently down the stream: 

Merrily, merrily, merrily, merrily, 

Life is but a dream. 

Formation. Four teams, the members 
of each team line up directly behind the 
captain, placing their hands on the 
shoulders of the one in front. 

Action: Sing as a four-part round. As 
each team starts, the players walk for- 
ward four steps, starting right foot, then 
four steps backward. Repeat all. Sing 
through four times. 

Method: Teach first to whole group. 
When all thoroughly understand, sing as 
a four-part round four times through. 


Favors 

Distribute crepe paper, needle and 
thread. (Have scissors available.) Ask 
each couple to use their imagination and 
construct a lei (pronounced La-e). A 
prize may be given for those which come 
nearest the original lei of Hawaii—which 
is a garland or necklace 
flowers, leaves or feathers. 

(This is a good time for the refresh- 
ment committee to prepare to serve. ) 


made with 


Group Singing 
Sing songs which are known by every- 
one, especially the Luther League favor- 
ites and make it ring. 


Tropical Treats (Refreshments) 
CHOOSE ONE! 

1. Pineapple or Banana salad, crack- 
ers and cocoa. 

2. Orange-coconut Tapioca pudding, 
cookies and Ginger Ale. 

8. Coconut cake, Nuts (salted or in 
the shell) and coffee. 


“SHIP AHOY” 
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As Others See Us 

You've heard of letters of recommendation. They’re 
those precious little documents you'll need when you are 
ready to enter the business world or an institution of 
higher learning. You can’t get them from just anyone. 
Usually one is required from a successful business man, 
and another from a professional person, such as your pas- 
tor or teacher. 

Would you have an easy time get- 
ting letters of this kind, or would 
you have to mend your ways? 

It’s not only your elders who are 
watching your actions, but some in- 
teresting Jane or Joe (may disap- 
prove) of you at a time when you'll 
want or need their support. 


Ambitious or Lazy? 

Do you walk down the street with a springy step or 
a shiftless gait? 

Do you earn worthwhile grades on your report cards 
or are they just passing or perhaps even failing grades? 

Are you a credit or a liability to the clubs or organiza- 
tions to which you belong? 

People often judge you by actions and records alone. 


Neat or Untidy? 

If you look untidy when you make your first appear- 
ance in the morning, think how you'll look before the 
day is over. Give yourself 15 minutes for a careful groom- 
ing job every morning. Let 
your hair be tidy, your nails 
shapely and clean, your teeth 
fresh and shining, your 
clothes unspotted and with- 
out wrinkles? 

Fads come and go. If you 
indulge too often you'll be 
left with holes in your bud- 
get and a drawer and closet 
- full of duds that nobody is wearing anymore. 

Those Sloppy Joe duds may be suitable for a hike, 
doggie roast, or a Hallowe’en Barn Dance, but aren’t 
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By Clara Schleicher 


they out of place in the classroom, main street, or on @ 
stroll through a beautiful park on Sunday afternoon. 


Clean or Dirty? 

Perfume and hair tonic have a place in our lives, but 
they'll never take the place of soap and water. A daily 
bath will go a long way toward making you feel peppy 
and self-confident. 

Are you aware that a clean tongue is as important as 
a clean body? 


Polite or Impolite? 

None expect you to bow from the waist and act like 
a sheltered prince or princess, but folks will like you 
much better if you observe the common rules 
Cae of courtesy. Otherwise polite individuals often 
become impolite when they are part of a crowd. 
¢ y Are you one who pushes and jostles your way 
fav into the gym to see the big game? Do you shout 
unkind remarks at the individual players? Do 
you join in the booing and help earn the repu- 
tation for poor sportsmanship for your school 

«4 and community? 


Peeved or Pleasant? 

At times your parents, teachers, or friends disagree 
with you or disapprove of your actions. Do you try to 
see their viewpoint or do you argue bitterly or pull a 
pout? 


Bully or Helpful Citizen? 
Are you a guy with a powerful physique or a gal with 
a sharp tongue or beautiful teary eyes? They weren't 
meant to be used to bully others. How about being a 
citizen who obeys the “Golden Rule’? 


Knowledge and Practice a 
You know all the right answers to ys 
the above questions. Knowledge alone 


is not enough, If we put into practice } \J 
the things we know are right, others will [ / | 

see us as we want to be seen. We shall [A | 
deserve the good reputation we all desire. 


Thirteen 


This is an attempt to set forth what 
Leaguers experienced at the Youth 
Camps in the Texas Synod in the last 
several years. For a thirty minute per- 
iod at the close of each day, Campers 
were divided into small groups with an 
adult leader who opened the period with 
a discussion on prayer. Leaguers were 
encouraged to be entirely free and open- 
minded about the subject of prayer and 
‘to enter into the prayer period even if 
they felt hesitant to do so. Lack of ex- 
perience did not deter the leaders from 
attempting the adventure. A question- 
naire at the close of the camp revealed 
Leaguer’s appreciation of the experience. 
Without exception, it was rated by them 
as being the highlight of the Camp. 
Their experience seems to illustrate that 
in every heart there is a sincere longing 
for communion with the living God. 


| 

Luther Leaguers have become famil- 
iar with the term Operation Spiritual and 
appreciate the timeliness of the term and 
its purpose. Lest it seem ridiculous to 
combine the word “laboratory” with 
“prayer, let us consider what a labora- 
tory brings to mind. Most Leaguers have 
spent time in the science laboratory. In 
a science laboratory the student puts 
into practice that which he has learned 
in the lecture hall or from a book—puts 
into practice scientific laws—generates 
physical power—performs scientific won- 
ders. 

In a prayer laboratory the student does 
the same thing in a spiritual sense— 
learns to know God’s laws (God’s Will), 
practices prayer, silently and audibly, 
until he experiences spiritual power he 
never dreamed of before. He may ex- 
perience the Presence of God so defi- 
nitely that he will say with the apostle 
Paul, “It is no longer I that live, but Christ 


*The writers are known more formally as 
Pastor and Mrs. Nathaniel Kern, and, so far 
as is known, they are the parents of the Prayer 
Laboratory idea in Lutheran circles. They cer- 
tainly pioneered its use among Lutheran youth. 
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Operation Spiritual In 
Prayer Laboratories 


By Nathaniel H. and Alberta Kern* 


that lives within me”. The purpose of a 
prayer laboratory is to bring forth mir- 
acles of transformation in the lives of in- 
dividual Leaguers and in the church as 
a whole. Prayer was power to Jesus and 
it can be with us. 

How fitting that the first month in the 
new year should have been set aside for 
emphasis on the Prayer Laboratory. The 
name is unimportant but let us be assured 
that the new world for which we yearn 
will not arrive without the prayers of 
friendship groups such as we have in 
our Luther League. The suggestions 
which follow will seem elementary to 
some, inadequate to others, but if the 
instruction is poor, perhaps the reader 
will be induced to seek better guidance. 

Books which will be most helpful in- 
clude: 

Prayer by George A. Buttrick. 

Two or Three Gathered Together by 
Glenn Clark. Published by Harper & 
Brothers (especially chapters 8 and 9) 

Worship by Theodore K. Finck (chap- 
ters 10, 11, 12) 

How to Pray by Stanley Jones—15 cents. 
To be secured from J. J. Handsaker, 
510-512 Dekum Bldg., Portland 4, 
Oregon. 

First Steps in Prayer by Kermit R. Olsen. 

The Meaning of Prayer by Harry Emer- 
son Fosdick. Association Press. 

The Practice of the Presence of God by, 
Brother Lawrence 

Prayer and the Common Life by Georgia 
Harkness, Abingdon-Cokesbury. 


I 

The disciples discovered that Jesus’ 
power was in His prayers. No wonder 
they said to Him, “Lord, teach us to 
pray’. Jesus instructed them how to 
pray. The Church often exhorts people 
to pray, but rarely gives them specific 
guidance. 

We say we believe that prayers can 
turn events, change a person, that it can 
create at-one-ment with God. If these 
things are true, then prayer is a vital 


act. What then do we need most? We 
need forgiveness—the assurance that our 
sin is not held against us. We need free- 
dom from fears and from hate and from 
resentment. We need to experience God 
within us. Jesus said we could gain all 
this through prayer. In the following 
paragraphs has been attempted. some 
guidance for group prayer. There can 
be no rules, certainly no binding rules, 
but only hints. Yet we need not travel an 
unmarked path. The saints of old are 
our teachers as well as men of today 
who are versed in prayer. Jesus himself 
is the Teacher. Each traveler must find 
his own way but let each be confident 
that God looks on the intention of the 
heart, and overlooks the blundering and 
the blindness. 

Moses once heard a shepherd praying, 
“O God, show me where you are that 
I may become your servant. I will clean 
your shoes, and comb your hair, and sew 
your clothes and fetch milk for you”. 
Moses rebuked him: “God is a Spirit, 
and needs not such gross ministrations 

* Thereupon the shepherd rent his 
clothes in dismay, and fled into the 
desert. Then Moses heard a voice from 
Heaven, “O Moses, wherefore have you 
driven away my servant—I regard not 
the words that are spoken, but the heart 
that offers them”. The shepherd in his 
desert of dismay was met by ministering 
angels. 

Wl 

It happens to most of us every day 
that the Holy Spirit comes with words 
of cheer, suggestions of good will, and 
intimations of God’s love, and we miss 
them because we do not dignify them 
as having come from God. We mistaken- 
ly call them “hunches”, “notions”, or 
“funny ideas”. 
sort. 

Many Christians make the mistake of 
thinking that God shows himself only 
on Sundays, in church, or by some ma- 
jestic expression. 
Holy Spirit is constantly trying to reach 
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They are nothing of the - 


On the’ contrary, the ; 


us through the most ordinary means. 
Of one thing we may be very sure. God 
is at all times and in a wide variety of 
ways undertaking to make himself known 
to us. But we miss Him because we 
expect Him to speak through some mirac- 
ulous means. 

There is glad assurance in Jesus’ 
words, “Seek .. . ask . . . knock.” We 
DO find what we look for. Those doors 
upon which we knock are opened unto 
us. Let us plan our prayer laboratories 
with a confident assurance that we will 
come to know Jesus better, that we will 
learn to walk day by day in spirit with 
Him. 

In order that you may prepare your- 
self for a rich spiritual experience exam- 
ine your own heart: Have you, during 
this past year, conscientiously given of 
your time and means as would be pleas- 
ing to our Heavenly Father? Have you 
spent much time with Him in prayer? 
Have you walked closely enough with 
Him to hear Him when He speaks to 
you? How long is your Prayer List— 
beyond your own family? Do you sin- 
cerely ask His forgiveness of your sins? 
Do you observe a “Quiet Hour” or “The 
Family Altar’? 


Literature and God-filled people can 
help guide and teach, but each individ- 
ual must open himself to God. Oppor- 
tunities for spiritual growth are open to 
all. Our job is to increase our capacity 
to receive power from God, for the more 
we tune to Him, the more we shall re- 
ceive. Then we must give it away, for it 
is a strange law of God’s power, that to 
possess it we must give it away. 

Let us then enthusiastically conduct 
prayer laboratories and pray that through 
them we may become channels for God. 


IV 
The time, place, and size of a Prayer 
Laboratory does not require much em- 
phasis here. Let each League study its 


own local set-up and formulate its own. 


plans. We suggest that you hold such a 
prayer practice period once a week for 
a month (January) to inaugurate the pro- 
gram, then follow it up as long as you 
believe it a fruitful practice in the ex- 
perience of your Leaguers. The time and 
place are matters that may vary as 
Leagues vary. Leaguers may respond 
more freely if these sessions are held in 
an unusual setting—by a stream, or 
around a campfire, or in a park, or on a 
- mountain top in the dusk of the evening. 
That will be impossible for many in 
winter. A home or some informal corner 
of the Church may be suitable. Candle- 
_ light is always conducive to worship. The 
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light of a warm hearth will also serve 
a helpful purpose. As Leaguers progress 
in faith and experience, others will see 
and wish to be a part of what they are 
experiencing. Better to start a prayer 
group with two or three who are in 
harmony with one another and whose 
sincere desire it is to learn how to pray 
more effectively than to attempt to co- 
erce a large group into a set pattern! 
It would not be advisable to have more 
than ten in a group until Leaguers over- 
come timidity and shyness in audible 
prayer. 

It is most fortunate that the emphasis 
in Operation Spiritual in past months 
has been on making every Leaguer a 
daily Bible Reader and on deepening the 
prayer life of the individual Leaguer. 
It is essential that there be greater fer- 
vor in private prayer before group pray- 
er can flourish. The body is more than 
its members, but it depends on their sep- 
arate health. 

Prayer Laboratories must begin with 
a leader, presumably the pastor of the 
church, or perhaps a Luther League 
Sponsor. He must give the sessions some 
form, but he must defend them: from 
becoming stereotyped. There is more 
than one channel through which the zeal 
of group prayer may flow. Where minds 
are akin in Christian conviction, the spirit 
of prayer may be induced through Bible 
reading, silence; unison or responsive 
prayers, bidding prayers, and the free 
audible prayer of individuals. 

The leader may present at the begin- 
ning of each Prayer Laboratory a good 
book about prayer (as those listed above ) 
and urge that it be read. The Common 
Service Book offers a treasure house of 
fine litanies in which the group may join 
in study and prayer. 

A period of completely silent prayer 
often yields mountain top experiences for 
individuals as they approach God and 
find Him near. 

Liturgical prayers will find a place in 
even the most informal Prayer Labora- 
tory. However, for a beginning it will be 
well to remember that the more sincere 
a prayer is, the more simple it will be. 
This simplicity in prayer was what Jesus 
was talking about when He said that if 
we want to enter into the Kingdom of 
God, we must become as little children. 
A simple, childlike attitude of trust is 
essential to prayerful living. We must 
not use language which makes our rela- 
tionship to God artificial. The more nat- 
ural the prayer, the more sincerity is 
expressed, 

If a good organist or pianist is avail- 
able and the Prayer Laboratory is held 


near an instrument, the group might read 
silently the words of some great devo- 
tional hymn while the organist gives the 
musical expression of. each verse. 

These suggestions are only hints for 
variations on a very fine theme. The 
Prayer Laboratory should be held with- 
in strict limits of time: not more than 
thirty minutes for Young People; 15 
minutes for Seniors; and 5 minutes for 
Intermediates. There are psychological 
limits to our power of concentration, The 
wise leader will adhere precisely to the 
time schedule. The time in any case may 
lengthen over these suggested ones, but 
let it be only as a result of the growth 
of the participants. 


Vv 

Leaguers who have never had experi- 
ence in audible prayer will feel shy and 
timid about attempting it. The leader 
must anticipate this reticence and must 
sympathetically encourage each one to 
make the attempt regardless of the awk- 
wardness of that first attempt. 

Some suggestions which may help 
make the actual prayer period easier are: 

1. The leader should ask the group to 
become perfectly relaxed, dropping the 
muscular and nervous tensions first of the 
body, and then dropping the jealousies, 
hates, and fears which are merely the 
tensions of the mind and soul. Thus re- 
laxed, they are ready instruments for the 
Father to use for His larger purposes. 

2. The leader and the group may 
make a list of things for which they wish 
to pray. Prayers should always be specif- 
ic—as human need is specific. A prayer 
list for individuals and for groups is al- 
most a necessity. Each Leaguer may 
speak a simple sentence prayer for any 
of the things listed. 

3. Shakespearian language may be a 
handicap—Leaguers should be encour- 
aged to use the same language they use 
in addressing a loving and respected 
parent. 

4. The leader should guide Leaguers 
in praying for positive, creative attitudes: 
for faith, trust, love, forgiveness, joy, pa- 
tience, helpfulness, courage, hope. Ask 
God to take from us the negative things 
we see in ourselves; such as, self cen- 
teredness, fear, worry, resentments, inner 
guilts, strife, impatience, despair, and 
any other weakness. 

5. The leader may suggest and speak 
about the various kinds of prayer: such 
as, confession, thanksgiving, adoration, 
petition, intercession. Encourage Leaguers 
to talk intimately with God about every- 
thing. 

(Continued on Page 31) 
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This Is Hawaii 


The growth of sugar cane is one of Honolulu, Hawaii’s biggest city, is a McKinley High School, Honolulu, is } 
Hawaii’s chief crops. thoroughly modern city. one of Hawaii’s fine schools. 


This is an air view of Honolulu harbor, most important in the islands. To the far left of 


the picture is the direction of Pearl Harbor, protected Naval Base, where the U.L.C.A. Honolulu. Back of this rocky promo: 
now has a mission congregation serving that area. residential area where the latest 


This is the famous Diamond Hea 
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The territory of Hawaii (USA) is 
» really an island archipelago, only 8 of the 
main group are known to be inhabited. 
They represent an area of 6,435 miles. 
They extend a distance of 300 miles 
from northwest to southeast. 

Our interest at the moment centers in 
the islands of Oahu and Kauai, where we 
have mission work. Oahu is the island 
of Honolulu and Pearl Harbor, Kaimuki, 
a section of Honolulu, is the locale of our 
new missionary project for which we shall 
raise $25,000 in the next year and a half. 

There are at present four Lutheran 
congregations in Hawaii, the oldest of 
which is in downtown Honolulu. This is 
the one best known by our service per- 
sonnel during World War II since it was 
in connection with their property that the 
Service Center was set up. 

At Pearl Harbor there is Friendship 
Chapel, a ULC mission outpost which is 
ministering to the spiritual needs of the The growth of pineapple is another of Hawaii’s great crops and its 
people who live on and near the Naval export of the fruit is large. 

Base at that place. 

Three of the four congregations of our 
Church are on the island of Oahu, then. 
The fourth is on Kauai. It is what was 
originally a plantation congregation, that 
is now in the process of being revitalized 
as an active congregation. 


When Hawaii becomes the 49th state of the Union, 
this building (Iolani Palace in Honolulu) will become 
their State Capitol. Presently it is the seat of the 
Territorial Government. 


; It’s not the Grand Canyon, USA, but it is Olokele 
sound which ships and planes come to Canyon, Kauai, Hawaii, where at Lihue there is a 
7 is the Kaimuki section of Honolulu, fine Lutheran congregation to which a pastor from the 
ission has been started. States has just gone. 
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News Notes 


SHORT LINES 


Mrs. Howard Turkheimer, Jr., better 
known to the Luther Leaguers of the 
Ministerium of Pa. as Betty, has been 
chosen by its Executive Committee and 
Conference Presidents as “The Leaguer 
of the Year.” Mrs. Turkheimer is the 
very efficient Executive Secretary of the 
Ministerium League. 


The Lancaster (Pa. ) Conference Luther 
League recently honored their former 
President, Mr. Oscar Lingle, now Min- 
isterium president, at a festive meal in 
a public eating place at Elizabethtown, 
Pa. The whole affair was a surprise and 
in token of their appreciation of Oscar’s 
excellent work in bringing the confer- 
ence up with its work. 


A significant honor has recently come 
to a German Conference Luther Leaguer 
(Min. of Pa.). Miss Louise D. Reichert 
has been chosen as a member of the 
secretarial staff of the Lutheran World 
Federation, whose offices are in Geneva, 
Switzerland. Louise has signed up for 
a two-year term of service abroad. 


~The York District Luther League met 
in its 55th annual convention, Nov. 12, 
at Grace Church, Red Lion, Pa. Reports 
‘indicate a highly successful convention, 
using “Ask” as a theme. 


The Luther League of St. Paul’s 
Church, Spring Grove, Pa., Dr. Ralph C. 
Robinson, pastor, entertained the York 
District at a special “What Went On 
At Roanokke” program, with splendid 
results, 


The Luther League of the Kentucky- 
Tennessee Synod means to make pro- 
moting Christ in Every Purse a serious 
business among their Leagues. Franklyn 
Morris, Chairman of the Committee, has 
been doing an excellent job of getting 
the idea before the whole League. 


The Ministerium of Pa. Luther League 
sponsored simultaneous Youth Rallies in 
each of eight of their conferences on the 
evening of November 22nd. The theme 
was, “Advance in Christ.” 


Brooklyn (N.Y.) District issues “Dis- 
trict Flashes”, with Henry J. Krooss, as 
editor. The publication has just  cele- 
brated its fourteenth anniversary. The 
news is that the present editor is the 


Eighteen 


first and only one. Congratulations, 
Henry! What perseverance! 

New York Leaguers, and Brooklyn 
District in particular, are mourning the 
death of Connie (Mrs. Ernest) Schwabe. 
They are now rasing a Connie Schwabe 
Memorial Fund for use in connection 
with the work of the Pinecrest Dunes 
Luther League Leadership Camp. 


Supplanting the one ~big centrally 
held annual Youth Rally, five district 
rallies were held simultaneously on Oct. 
23 in five different sections of the State 
by the Luther League of S. C. in co- 
operation with the Youth Commttee of 
their Synod’s Parish Education Board. 
Reports of large attendance and high 
inspirational content have been received. 


The Luther League of S. C. is square- 
ly behind the program of Operation 
Spiritual. To facilitate the study of 
Philippians they requested the LLA to 
make reprints of the guide available at 
small cost. Then, at 10 cents each they 
purchased 500 and distributed them to 
their Leaguers. 


Central Penn Luther Leaguers are 
rejoicing in the success of their Workers’ 
Conference, held at Memorial Lutheran 


Church, Shippensburg, Pa., on October - 


8th. They are looking for greater results 
in League work this year as a result of 
this fine informational assembly of 
leaders. 


®@ PITTSBURGH 

The buildings and grounds of the 
Zelienople Orphans’ Home, Zelienople, 
Pa., were the setting for most of the 


sessions of the August 12, 13, and 14 
convention of the Pittsburgh Synod 
Luther League. 82 Leaguers registered 
for the convention, with 125 attending 
the banquet. 


The convention opened with a Com- 
munion Service on Sunday morning at 
First English Lutheran Church, Zelien- 
ople. The sermon was delivered by Rey. 
Ellwood L. Hauser, Carnegie. Rev. Paul 
F, Obenauf, until recently pastor. of St. 
John’s, East Liverpool, Ohio, and now 
serving a pastorate in the state of Minne- 
sota, was conventon chaplain. 


Dr. William F. Zimmerman, President 
of Thiel College, addressed the banquet, 
using as his theme, “Youth Looks Ahead.” 
A feature of this 10th anniversary ban- 
quet was greetings from past presidents 
and executive secretaries of the synodical 
League. 


Miss Ruth Greve of Chicago repre- 
sented the Luther League of America 
and presented its program. 


A picnic lunch was served to the 
delegates before the bus carrying a load 
of Pittsburgh Leaguers to Roanoke to 
attend the national convention of the 
Luther League of America pulled out. 


The following officers will serve for 
the ensuing year: President, Donald 
Power, Beaver Falls; Recording Secretary, 
Miss Nancy Ponzo, Butler; Treasurer, 
Miss Lorraine Bengston, New Kensing- 
ton; Life Service Secretary, William Mull, 
Ford City; Educational Secretary, Miss 
Jean Shipman, Leechburg; Missionary 
Secretary, Miss Verna Keitzer, New Ken- 
sington; Intermediate Secretary, Miss 
Helen Schulz, Ridgway. 


Pittsburgh Synodical Luther League Convention, 
Home, Zelienople, Pa., August 12-14, 1949. 


Orphans’ 
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@ MANITOBA 

The 20th annual convention of the 
Manitoba District Luther League met at 
St. Peter's Lutheran Church, Winnipeg, 
on October 9 and 10, 1949. The con- 
vention theme, “We Follow Christ,” was 


presented by the convention chaplain,’ 


Rey. E. Krisch of Thalberg, Manitoba, 
at the opening devotions, and also dur- 
ing the convention. Rey. A. B. Midland, 
of First English Lutheran Church, Win- 
nipeg, was guest speaker at the Youth 

Service. Rev. F. W. Lenz, the pastor of 

St. Peter’s Church, was Liturgist. 

Crosses were placed on the Life Serv- 
ice flag for two Leaguers who have en- 

tered the ministry—Rev. Andrew Black- 

well, and Rev. Kurt Keitel—by the Life 

Service Secretary, Mr. Leo Recksiedler. 
The following officers were installed by 

Rey. O. Winter, Pastoral Adviser of the 

Manitoba District Luther League: Presi- 

dent, Miss Anne Moertelmeyer, Winni- 
peg; Vice-President, Walter Schultz, 

Winnipeg; Treasurer, Arnold Pokrant, 
Rosenfeld; Recording Secretary, Miss 

Lily Kuhn, Winnipeg; Corresponding 

Secretary, Miss Ruth Hartig, Winnipeg; 
Educational Secretary, Miss Noreen Klein, 

Winnipeg; Missionary Secretary, Miss 

Velma Pomrenke, Sewell; Life Service 
Secretary, Leo Recksiedler, Rosenfeld; 

Membership Secretary, Miss Dorothy 

Metz, Winnipeg; “Ripples” Editors, Miss 

Dorothy Brethauer, Winnipeg, and Mr. 
_ Walter Schultz, Winnipeg. 

“Operation Spiritual” was discussed on 
the convention floor and it was decided 
that the Leagues would endeavor to carry 
out the program. The recommendation 
was also made that Bible Study Classes 
be sponsored by the M. D. L. L. A dis- 
cussion on ways of promoting more ac- 
tivity in the various departments brought 
about the suggestion that a definite pro- 
gram be set up, with a project for each 
month, and that the secretaries, or the 
presidents of the Leagues be responsible 
for presenting them to the Leagues. 

At the Convention in 1948, the Execu- 
tive Committee was authorized to set up 
a system of Standards to be sent to each 
League, and an award be made to the 
most progressive League at the next con- 
vention. As a result, St. John’s Luther 
League, Winnipeg, was presented with a 
picture of Christ, for being judged the 
League with the highest number of 
- points. It was decided that this system 
would be continued in the future. 

- Reports from the delegates to the con- 
vention of the Luther League of Western 
Canada, held at Saskatoon in November, 
1948, and the Roanoke convention of 
the Luther League of America in August, 
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Manitoba District Luther League Convention, Winnipeg, October 9, 10 


1949, were presented. A great deal of 
interest was created in Roanoke by the 
enthusiasm of the delegates, and by their 
posters of pictures, newspaper clippings, 
song sheets and table favors. 

Mr. E. Oswald, former president of the 
M. D. L. L. was speaker at the noon 
luncheon on October 9. 

Considerable time was given to a dis- 
cussion on the Camp of the M. D. L. L. 
and the Leagues of the American Luther- 
an Church, resulting in a motion that 
Camp be re-organized with the view to 
raising money for the necessary build- 
ing and allotting the responsibility to the 
congregations as well as the Leaguers. 

Leaguers took part in discussion groups 
led by Rev. K. Wulf, Rev. O. Winter, 
and Rev. C. L. Monk, all of Winnipeg. 

A joint banquet with the Leaguers of 
the ALC concluded the activities. 


@ IOWA 

The new executive committee of the 
Luther League of Iowa, elected at the 
annual Bible Camp held on Lake Oko- 
boji, Iowa, met in the Hotel Montrose, 
Cedar Rapids, October 17. Plans were 
made for next year’s camp, the fall and 
spring rallies, and a workers’ conference 
to be held in Des Moines in early spring. 

At the present every Leaguer is be- 
ing urged to take part in the state-wide 
evangelism program. The Christ in Every 
Purse Plan has been suggested to aid in 
this evangelism program. It is hoped that 
the plan will prove effective in interest- 
ing young people in the Christ which 
the Luther League would serve. 

The Deputation Plan is also being pre- 
sented to each league. This is an idea 
which the State officers worked out last 
year to encourage leagues to visit neigh- 
boring groups and conduct their meetings 
for them. It provides an interesting meet- 
ing for both leagues as well as inspiration, 
fellowship, and an opportunity for dis- 
cussions about Luther League work. 

The first fall rally was held in Cedar 
Rapids, October 15 and 16. “Operation 
Spiritual” was presented as the major 
emphasis of the meeting. 


®@ ROCKY MOUNTAIN 

The annual summer camp and con- 
vention of the Rocky Mountain Synod 
Luther League was held at Camp Stone- 
wall, near Trinidad, Colorado, August 
22-99, 

Pastor Joseph W. Peterson, of Canon 
City, Colo., was the director of the 
camp, with Pastor Leeland C. Soker, of 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, serving as 
assistant. In addition, the following pas- 
tors partcipated: Rev. John Eastlack, 
Casper, Wyoming, President of Synod; 
Rev. Francis A. Daehling, of Denver, 
Colo.; and Rev. William J. Ducker, 
Philadelphia, Pa., Associate Secretary of 
The Luther League of America. 


Each day began with morning watch, 
followed by setting up exercises and 
breakfast, cabin inspection, worship in 
the out-of-doors, and prayer laboratory. 
Classes with a mid-morning break filled 
out the time until lunch. Afternoons 
were wholly given over to rest and rec- 
reation. Following a hearty dinner, dif- 
ferent types of programs were presented 
—movies, Luther League ‘business, stunts, 
campfire, concluding with a_ beautiful 
service of re-dedication held in the open 
by candlelight on Sunday night. 


A new feature of the camp program 
was the daily Prayer Laboratory. The 
whole camp divided up into cell groups 
which met separately following the reg- 
ular mornng devotional period conducted 
by Pastor Daehling before the rough 
hewn stone altar which the boys had 
built, and surmounting which was a 
large rustic cross. 


The following persons, installed by 
Pastor Ducker at the Sunday morning 
church service, now serve as_ officers: 
R. Charles Krieger, Denver, President; 
Glen Earthman, Denver, Vice-President; 
Maria L. Disque, Albuquerque, Secre- 
tary; Fred J. Disque, Albuquerque, 
Treasurer; Dick Morrow, Departmental 
Secretary. Camp Director for 1950 is 
Rey. Lyle C. Burns. Pastors John East- 
lack and Joseph W. Peterson complete 
the group of advisers. 
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More Protestants today seek the solitude of the 
sanctuary for private prayer daily. 


The Return to Prayer is not a new or recent venture 
into the unknown, but in the true sense a return to “the 
ground whereon the saints and heroes of old have firmly 
stood.” There is today a definite swing to the frequent 
practice of prayer on the part of many, due to the sup- 
port which this age-long religious practice has of late 
received from psychologists, counsellors, and from psycho- 
therapy. 

There was a day when Theology, the science of God 
and of His laws and. government, was “The Queen of the 
Sciences”. Materialistic tendencies within man, however, 
led many to disbelieve in God or to doubt that any 
knowledge of God is attainable. Theology was discredited 
as a science. Materialism, humanism, astronomy and 
chemistry, and other allied sciences dealing with the 
physical universe absorbed man’s interests. Now we have 
come to a new impasse. Nuclear fission, the splitting of 
the atom, reveals that man’s ultimate salvation is not in 
material things, for man himself is not matter alone, nor 
does he live by bread alone. “Man became a living soul” 
and he lives “by every word that proceeds out of the 
mouth of God.” 


How the Return Starts 

“The return to prayer” rests upon a new and vital ac- 
ceptance of the central doctrine of the reality of God by 
individuals. This has parellels in other sciences. 

Before Newton’s law of gravitation was recognized, the 
science of astronomy was a confused subject, with con- 
flicting hypotheses and theories. What Newton’s law of 
gravity did for astronomy, and the atomic theory did for 


*Pastor Kern serves Grace Lutheran Church, Houston, Texas, 
where he has just completed the building of a new church. He has 
been a leader in the youth work of the Texas Synod. 
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chemistry, belief in God does for prayer. Christians know 
God as the Father. Jesus said, “I am in the Father, and 
ye in me, and I in you”. 

The late Dr. Alexis Carrol, brilliant biological research 
scientist of the Rockefeller Institute, emphasized again 
and again, “Prayer is as real as terrestrial gravity. As a 
physician, I have seen men, after all other therapy had 
failed, lifted out of disease and melancholy by the serene 
effort of prayer. It is the only power in the world that 
seems to overcome the so-called laws of nature; the occa- 
sions on which prayer has dramatically done this have 
been termed miracles. But a constant, quieter miracle 
takes place hourly in the hearts of men and women who 
have discovered that prayer supplies them with a steady 
flow of .sustaining power in their daily lives.” 

Dr. Henry C. Link in his book, The Return to Religion, 
says, “Scientific psychology, which is just as precise in its 
methods as were chemistry and physics a hundred years 
ago, is hardly known to the public at large. This science 
is not to be confused with the popular psychology, in the 
name of which so many speculative theories have been 
advanced, including half-truths about self-expression, in- 
hibitions, dreams, the sub-conscious, the libido, the in- 
feriority complex, progressive education, etc., etc. I have 
made certain contributions which have been generally 
accepted, but the findings I shall report here would not 
have been possible except for the scientific experiments 
of many other psychologists. The fact that the results of 
these studies confirm certain fundamental religious be- 
liefs, will inevitably become more generally recognized 
as time goes on.” 


The Witness of Modern Psychology 

Thousands upon thousands of psychological tests have 
been given, and investigators have become increasingly 
aware of the significance of religion in the lives of people. 
Psychologists repeatedly note that in spite of the great 
benefits which the physical sciences have bestowed on 
mankind, there is no evidence that individuals are happier 
or more united or wiser or more loving because of them. 
Evidence is to the contrary. Increase in mental patients 
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in hospitals in the U. S. is rising alarmingly. Everywhere 
there is evidence of fear, strife, unrest, and unhappiness. 

The trend of scientific psychology away from introspec- 
tion and self-analysis and toward the emphasis on a vital 
faith in God plus work and action began many years 
ago. Modern psychology has presented proof that if one 
is to find true happiness, it will be through self-sacri- 
fice and discipline. Man is by nature selfish and inclined 
to follow his own selfish whims. Tests have proved 
beyond doubt that such action leads to introversion, mal- 
adjustment, and unhappiness. Loyalty to something or 
Someone higher than the individual is required for man 
to overcome his selfish impulses and to lead him to a more 
successful and fuller life. In recent years many psycholo- 
gists have not only counselled others to become active in 
the church, to retum to the practice of prayer, but have 
themselves given evidence of their own faith in God and 
of their practice of prayer. 


Contemporary Experience with Prayer 
Another factor in producing the return to prayer is the 
accumulated evidence of the efficiency of prayer as is 
illustarted again and again in experiences of persons dur- 


ing the recent war. To illustrate, this story was written ° 


by Sergeant Johnny Bartek,. a companion of Captain 
_ Eddie Rickenbacker, whose plane went down in the Pa- 
cific Ocean: “As soon as we were in the rafts at the mercy 
of God, we realized that we were not in any condition to 
expect help from Him. We spent many hours of each 
day confessing our sins to one another and to God. Then 
we prayed, and God answered. It was real. We needed 
water. We prayed for water and we got water—all we 
needed. Then we asked for fish and we got fish. And we 
got meat when we prayed. Sea gulls don’t go around 
sitting on people’s heads waiting to be caught! On that 


There is a swing in the popularity 


of private devotions at home. 
Many individuals and _ families 
make meditation and prayer a part 
of their daily lives. 
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Many sick people, encouraged by their physicians, now 
pray regularly in sickness and in health. 


eleventh day when those planes flew by, we all cried like 
babies. It was then I prayed again to God and said, ‘If 
youll send that one plane back for us, I promise I’ll be- 
lieve in you and tell everyone else’! That plane came 
back and the others flew on. It just happened? I¢ did 
not! God sent that plane back!” 

A noted psychologist was consulted by a woman who 
had just learned from her physician that she had an in- 
curable physical ailment. She had just experienced the 
blow of being left a penniless widow with the responsi- 
bility of a small son. What could she do? She had al- 
ways been deeply religious, but these tragedies had 
shaken her faith in God. The psychologist told her, “There 
is only one serious mistake which I can see that you may 
possibly make, and that is losing your faith in God and 
surrendering your religion. Your religion does not prom- 
ise you freedom from suffering, but it does guarantee you 
strength to bear suffering. Your religion does not expect 
you to be free from sin, but it promises you forgiveness. 
Your religion means a trust in God, though the way be 
difficult. Such trust will give you the inner security and 
confidence you need to carry you through. You are for- 
tunate to have such a religion to depend on.” He learned 
that in time she became serene as she bore her burden 
because a new confidence took possession of her. She had 
discovered that His strength is made perfect in weakness. 

Physicians say that perhaps 85% of their patients are 
suffering from psychosomatic ills. Physicians have dis- 
covered their helplessness to cure such patients if they 
treat only the body. A woman had been a chronic in- 
valid, going from doctor to doctor and finding no relief. 
She finally wept to her pastor that she was afraid she 
was going to die. He led her to have faith in God’s heal- 
ing power; persuaded her to pray aloud to God each day 
to make her well in order that she might serve Him bet- 
ter. Gradually she regained her health and with it a 
deep spiritual sense of peace of mind. Many return to 
prayer because of great tragedies. It matters not why or 
how the turning comes about, but only that man return 
to God. 
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Modern psychology has led us to an understanding 
of the experience of Elijah, as recorded in I Kings 19. 
Elijah perceived that the Lord was not in the wind, nor 
in the earthquake, nor in the fire, but in the still small 
voice. God is not in our muscles and nerves, but is Spirit, 
“and Spirit with Spirit can meet—closer is He than breath- 
ing and nearer than hands and feet.” But Spirit—His and 
ours—affects the health of muscles and nerves and tissues. 
Blessed is the man who knows this and uses that knowl- 
edge. 


Prayer At Its Best 

The return to prayer, then, is not an abnormal develop- 
ment, but a return to a normal, healthy state. It is “talk- 
ing with God”, the “practice of the Presence”. It is the 
branch abiding in the Vine. Prayer is not an unnatural 
bending of God to our will, but securing of strength to 
conform our wills to His. It is an earnest pleading of the 
promises of God, an earnest seeking to know the good and 
gracious will of God, and a willing and cheerful obedience 
to it once it is known. In prayer the believer commits 
his way unto the Lord, trusts in Him, and is fully con- 
fident that whatever is good for him God will bring to 
pass in His own good time. (Psalm 37:5) 

A study of Jesus at prayer will give a picture of prayer 
at its best. It was not for Him an exhausting experience, 
but rather a most invigorating one. See how He arose 
early in the morning to commune with His Father in 
prayer. His brief and busy life was never so crowded as 
to shut out prayer. It was the way by which He girded 
Himself for His daily tasks of teaching and preaching 
and ministering to the varied needs of men. 

Luther, too, had a similar experience. He found that 
he could not get through his busy days unless he spent 
two hours in prayer at their start. If prayer were ener- 
vating, rather than energizing, Luther could never have 
fulfilled the heavy round of daily responsibilities which 
devolved upon him as the leading human figure in the 
Reformation of the Church of the Sixteenth Century. 
Prayer was as natural to him as face-to-face conversation 
with a trusted human friend. Out of his prayer life he 
derived strength to carry on. 

_ The beginning and ending of prayer ought to be thanks- 
giving. In no instance is the agreement between modern 
psychology and good religion so complete as on the ques- 
tion of the value of the spirit of thanksgiving. For ex- 
ample, the first effort of the psychiatrist after diagnosing 
the difficulties of the patient is to introduce into his mind 
some wholesome, happy thought. It allays fears, reduces 
tensions, and dispels anxieties. St. Paul uses a similar 
technique when he admonished the Philippian Christians 
(4:6, 7), “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your re- 
quests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts 
and minds through Christ Jesus.” To give thanks one 
must ponder well the innumerable blessings previously 
received. Thanksgiving, then, psychologically becomes 
the basis for the confidence that the God Who has been 
good to me will continue to be good to me, that He is 
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able and will meet my present need out of the abund- 
ance of His great goodness. 

Yes, St. Paul at the same time recognizes that the heart 
of prayer is petition, for he writes, “let your requests be 
made known unto God.” Are there, then, any requests 
which Paul warns should not be made? No. A modern 
poet has put it: ; 

“Whate’er is good to wish, ask that of heaven, 
But if for any wish thou canst not pray, 
Then pray to God to cast that wish away.” 

Jesus, our Lord, has given us the perfect prayer. After 
following the order of “first things first” in the first three 
petitions of the Lord’s Prayer, He teaches us to pray, 
“Give us this day our daily bread.” Those who would 
make prayer such an ethereal experience as to eliminate 
our daily needs from our petitions need to be reminded 
of this petition from the Prayer Perfect. Let Luther's 
Small Catechism further speak to us here: In explanation 
of the petition he says, “God gives indeed without our 
prayer, even to the wicked also their daily bread; but 
we pray in this petition that He would make us sensible 
of His benefits, and enable us to receive our daily bread 
with thanksgiving.” 

But Luther explains further what is implied in the 
words, “Our daily bread”: “All things that pertain to the 
wants and the support of this present life; such as, food, 
raiment, money, goods, house and land, and other prop- 
erty; a believing spouse and good children; trustworthy 
servants and faithful magistrates; favorable seasons, peace 
and health; education and honor; true friends, good neigh- 
bors, and the like.” Luther was completely down to earth 
in his understanding of the teaching of our Lord. 

Then there is still another important element of prayer 
which St. Paul enjoins: “I exhort, therefore, that first of 
all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 
thanks, be made for all men; for kings, and for all that 
are in authority.” (I Timothy 2:1,2) The Christian is 
to pray not only for himself and for those of his own 
household, nor yet only for those who are of the “house- 
hold of faith’, but “for all men.” We call this interces- 
sory prayer. By means of it we intercede on behalf of 
others at the throne of Grace. 

Some may think it strange that the Lord’s Prayer does 
not seem to have any intercession in it. That is only a 
superficial conclusion. It is an “our” and “us” prayer. 
Even when the individual alone prays the petitions of this 
prayer, he is praying it as a part of a fellowship of be- 
lievers in Christ, His Twentieth Century disciples. In- 
deed, he is praying for others, especially those of “the 
household of faith” who share the same convictions con- 
cerning Christ their Lord. 

Adoration is another form of prayer. This is truest 
worship, and prayer at its best will always be an import- 
ant part of worship. Here the believer realizes the su- 
preme worth of the Divine and bows to adore Him Who 
is his God—Who has created him, redeemed him, and 
sanctified him: We have often diluted our conception 
of God today when we talk so much about His being our 


(Continued on Page 24) 
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Wikle Cross- Word Puzzle 


By Lucile Pettigrew Johnson 


This is January, and _ significantly 
enough, in our Bible Cross-Word Puzzle 
we begin at the beginning. We turn way 
back to Genesis to study the man Adam. 
All biblical references are to Genesis. 

To solve these Bible cross-word puz- 
zles you proceed in the usual way. After 
you have done your best and have com- 
pleted it, turn to the back of the maga- 
zine and check with the author’s solution. 


ACROSS 

1 Wife of Adam 
8 They lived in the garden of .. . 
6 “thou shalt eat the . . . of the field” 

3:18 
Associate in Arts (abbr. ) 

“and man became a living . . .” 2:7 
12 “a... went out of Eden to water 
the garden” 2:10 
‘to grow every . 

to the sight” 2 


LSS . that is pleasant 


268 
a 
(EY, 


PALES | 4 
eohed 


N 


YY, 


a7 e/a 
e/a 77 

AA 
CAL 


Crafty 

The tree of . . . grew in the garden 
Decay 

Ex officio (abbr. ) 


“toudress it and tox. ¢ . it” 2:15 


Field gun (abbr. ) 


Adam gave... to the animals 

“the Lord God sent him . . . from 
the garden” 3:23 

Bone 

pute ... up a mist from the earth” 

“God hath said, Ye shall not eat of 

5.6 eRe 
Upon 
Red Cross (abbr. ) 


“This is now bone . . . my bones” 


2:23 


Cook in lard 
Established Church (abbr. ) 


“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created 
he him; male and female created he them.”—Genesis 1:27. 
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43 
45 
46 
50 
51 


55 
56 


a 


“it shall bruise thy .. .” 3:15 

Brought into existence 

Adam had... over the cattle and 
fowl and fish 

“the Lord God planted a... 
ward in Eden” 2:8 

“T will put . . . between thee and the 
woman” 3:15 

Electric telegraph 


“In the . . . of thy face shalt thou 
eat” 3:19 


east- 


DOWN 


“tree of the knowledge of peed and 
evil, thow shalt not .. .” 2:17 


Variant (abbr. ) 

Same as 18 across 
“for... » thousart= 3319 
Measure of length 
Hilary (abbr.) 

“to know good and. . 
Referee (abbr. ) 


“breathed into his nostrils the .. . 
of life” 2:7 


.” 8:22 


ll The ... tempted Eve 

15 “neither shall . . . touch it, lest... 
die” 3:3 

19 Not on 

20 “tree of . . . of good and evil” 2:9 

21 Comfort 

22 Printers’ Measure 

23 “walking ... the garden” 3:8 

25 “It is not . .. that the man should 
be alone” 2:18 

28 “. . .s also and thistles shall it bring 
forth” 3:18 

81 Word expressing negation 

88 “it was pleasant .. . the eyes” 3:6 

35 Northeastern State (abbr. ) 

86 Restore to freshness 

87 A son of Adam and Eve 4:1 

39 Free Baptists (abbr. ) \ 

40 “We may eat of the . . . of the trees” 
8:2 

42 “make .. .s of skins, and clothed 
them” 3:21 

43 “and Adam and his wife . . . them- 
selves” 3:8 

44 Perform 

47 Mister (abbr.) 

48 Recent 

49 Yes 

52 Compass point 

53 Mother 
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THE RETURN TO PRAYER 
By THE REV. NATHANIEL H. KERN, Houston, Texas 


DISCUSSION PATTERN i 
Why? The purpose of this topic is to present to 
young adults the importance of prayer in their indi- 
vidual lives, to give definite encouragement to their 
faithful and appreciative use of this ancient relig- 
ious. practice which has now won the enthusiastic 
approval of men of psychiatric science. 


How? Have one or more persons give in sub- 
stance the material given in the development here- 
with. Follow this presentation with an Open Forum, 
using the questions suggested herewith and adding 
pertinent ones from the thinking of the group present. 


@ SUGGESTED PROGRAM 
Hymn: “Rise, Ye Children of Salvation” 
(151 CYH*, 202 CSB) 
or “Jesus, With Thy Church Abide” (207 CSB) 

Responsive Reading: Psalm (121, or 1, or 84, or 98) 
Gloria Patri (Said or sung) 
The Lesson: Matthew 6:5-15; 
Topic Presentation 
Open Forum (See suggested questions) 
Prayer Period: Let us pray ... 

For a deeper understanding of the uses of prayer. 

For the increase of our faith. 

For devotion to the cause of Christ. 

For the growth of the Kingdom of Christ. 

For the faithful workers of the Church. 

For those who have none to pray for them. 

For the sick and those distressed in body, mind, 

or estate. 
Close with Collects (one or more), Nos. 82, 83, 84 
in CSB 

Hymn: “Lord, Teach Us How To Pray Aright” (279 CSB) 


® Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of the U. L. P. H. 


@ FUEL FOR THE FORUM 

Are we justified in assuming that there has been a 
“return to prayer’? If so, by whom has the “return” been 
made? 

What accounts for this “return”? 

What can prayer accomplish? 

Give some examples from your own experience or from 
that of those you know, of help received in prayer. 


Hebrews 8:10-13 


= 
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Is it permissible to experiment with prayer? 

For what should we pray? 

Is health a legitimate subject of prayer? 

What spheres of life, if any, are to be excluded from 
prayer? 

How can the Church aid us in our prayer life? 

Can L-O-Y-A-L be a potent aid in the development of 
our prayer life? 

Explain about Prayer Laboratories which are now being 
set up in Luther Leagues. (See The Luther League Re- 
view, Dec. 1949, Jan. 1950) 

May not they also be helpful to L-O-Y-A-L members? 


® GOOD BOOKS ON PRAYER 

Prayer, by George A. Buttrick, Abingdon-Cokesbury. 

The Meaning of Prayer, by Harry Emerson Fosdick, 
Association Press. 

The Practice of the Presence of God, 
by Brother Lawrence. 

Two or Three Gathered Together, by Glenn Clark, 
Harper & Brothers (Chapters 8, 9). 

Worship, by Theodore K. Finck, U. L. P. H. 
(Chapters 10, 11, 12). 

First Steps in Prayer, by Kermit R. Olsen. 

How To Pray, by E. Stanley Jones. 

Prayer and the Common Life, by Georgia Harkness, 
Abingdon-Cokesbury. 


@ RESOURCE ARTICLE (Pages 20-22) 
(Continued from Page 22) 


Friend, our Companion, etc. We want to make of Him 
a pal, and then the element of adoration slips out of our 
prayer life. Our love of God can not but lead us to adore 
Him, and so to worship Him with our lips and our lives. 
Prayer, then, becomes something of a trysting place where 
we pour out our heart’s adoration to Him “Who is beyond 
the highest mortal man can know”, and yet Who in Christ 
is known as Love. 

Confession, too, must be a part of our prayer life. When 
we assay to come into the Presence of the Highest, we 
who are unworthy and sinful can not but come with con- 
fession upon our lips and penitence in our hearts. Though 
we strive ever so hard for perfection, we are conscious 
of missing that mark. That, in the New Testament sense, 
in part at least, is sin. It is sin that will keep us ever 
humble as we approach God, when we consciously realize 

(Continued on Page 32) 
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5—Church Homes for Christian People 
Romans 16:1-5 


All for Christ 


12—Discovering the Unchurched 
Matthew 10:5-16 


19—Interviewing Men for Christ 
Acts 8:26-38 


How Jesus Dealt With Men 


26—An Eamest Young Enquirer (Lent) 
Luke 18:18-27 


February topics for Young People 
(18 years of age and over) are given 
herewith. January topics will be 
found in the December issue of this 
magazine. 


Topics for other age-groups are 
published in the quarterlies; namely, 
Intermedate Quarterly Helps and the 
Senior Topics Quarterly. See inside 
back cover for prices. 


CHURCH HOMES FOR CHRISTIAN PEOPLE 
; Romans 16:1-5 
By THE REV. R. H. GERBERDING, D.D., New York, N. Y. 


@ THE TOPIC 

The housing shortage has hit the 
church as well as the rest of society. The 
number of churches must grow as the 
number of people increase. The result is 
a problem of housing for the Church as 
well as for the nation. 

The United Lutheran Church has been 
alert to this situation. Its Board of Amer- 
ican Missions is its agency charged with 
fulfilling all its responsibilities for plant- 
ing the church wherever it is needed in 
continental North America and in the 
island possessions of the United States. 
The Board has been helping young 
churches, commonly called home mis- 
sions, to have places of worship ever 
since its founding. This feature of its 
work is known as Church Extension. 


How a New Church Starts 

An alert pastor or a devoted church 
member who has moved into a new 
community calls the attention of officers 
of the Synod to the need for a new 
church. The home mission authorities of 
the synod satisfy themselves that that is 
the case and ask the help of the Board. 
The Board through its Division of Survey 
and Research and its representatives on 
regional committees, which represent 
eight National Lutheran Council church 
bodies, gets a “clearance” indicating that 
a new church there would not be in 
competition with any in the denomina- 
tion, and then proceeds to make a house- 
to-house canvass of the new community. 
If the findings show a sufficient number 
of unchurched people who might be 
receptive to a new congregation, the 
Board sends in a missionary to develop 
the field. Revisiting the prospective mem- 
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bers, holding services as soon as a place 
can be found, and guiding the organiza- 
tion of a congregation up to the time 
when it can assume a sizeable share of 
a permanent pastor’s salary, the mission 
developer devotes his whole time to that 
work. Very often he himself is called by 


the congregation he has gathered and be- 
comes the resident home missionary 
pastor. 


Sounds simple, doesn’t it? It is, when 
one realizes that it is the Lord’s work, 
and that He has promised to go with 
those who go out in His Name to preach 
the Gospel and make disciples. But since 
the Church is still in the world, and must 
face real conditions that exist in the 
world, there are many physical and tem- 
poral problems that have to be faced 
and overcome. Among the first of these 
is that of housing, both for the pastor and 
for the prospective congregation. In for- 
mer years that was not too troublesome. 
Before World War II homes were avail- 
able in almost any community for a 
newcomer. The mission developer often 
had to find one in an older part of the 
town or city, but could well commute to 
the field. Usually, too, there were empty 
stores, vacant houses, public halls, gar- 
ages, firehouses, barns, theatres, funeral 
parlors, or other places which would be 
available for church services on Sunday 
mornings. Usually the offerings at the 
services of the enthusiastic new enter- 
prise could pay the rent. The building 
of a church could then wait until the 
congregation could initiate it, 


Problems the New Church Faces 
Early in the war all that changed. 
Every available floor space under any 
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Christ for All 
1—Making the New Year New 
Revelation 21:3-8 
8—‘‘Come Over and Help Us” 
Acts 16:9-12 
15—The Church’s Gamble 
Acts 13:1-3 
22—Japan—An Opportunity Today 
Acts 1:1- 
29—*“Hawaii Sends Aloha!” 
Send for special service. 


kind of roof was in great demand for 
living or for business or for industry. 
The need for a church building was im- 
mediate. At the same time building ma- 
terials were restricted to war purposes, 
and where they were available at. all, 
labor costs mounted so high that build- 
ing was well-nigh impossible. The result 
was that the congregation already organ- 
ized and using temporary quarters were 
compelled to continue in them for from 
five to eight years, and the organization 
of new congregations was _ severely 
retarded. 

With the close of the war restrictions 
were removed, but scarcity continued. 
Costs had mounted so high that all for- 
mer plans of financing had to be dis- 
carded. Even during the time it took to 
raise more money and cut down archi- 
tectural plans, costs often increased so 
fast that two or three revisions had to be 
made in succession. The situation is best 
shown by the fact that a church with 
minimum facilities, costing $18,000 in 
1942, would cost over $50,000 in 1949. 


The Beard’s Problem 

The changing situation necessarily af- 
fected the Board’s ability to help in the 
financing. Its finds for church extension 
were largely provided by legacies, special 
gifts, annual church-wide Sunday school 
offerings, etc., with very little available 
from the regular benevolence income of 
the church. Its continuing work was made 
possible by the repayments on loans 
previously made to churches when they 
were small. But because loans made in 
the past did not have to be large, as 
compared with present needs, repayments 
became utterly inadequate to most cur- 
rent needs, even if current building pro- 
grams were only at the same rate of 
frequency as before. The rate, however, 
increased tremendously by the log-jam 
that piled up through delayed opening 
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of fields, lack of building material, and 
sky-rocketing prices. The result was that 
in 1948 the Board was forced to declare 
a moratorium on church building loans 
until more funds became available. 

The Church-at-large soon realized the 
situation. Its Executive Board late in the 
same year allocated almost $400,000 of 
its benevolence income to the Board of 
American Missions for church extension, 
and at the Philadelphia convention it 
voted that all benevolence income in 
1950 above the regular budget would 
be divided equally between that same 
work and the work of the Board of 
Foreign Missions. That action has enabled 
the work of church extension to proceed 
and to keep up with the readiness of 
existing missions to build, and also to 
accelerate the opening of new fields 
without fearing that they will have to go 
unhoused. 


The New Congregation Builds 
a New Church 

So now let’s get back to that devoted 
church member who moves into a new 
community. He misses a church for his 
children and his neighborhood. So he 
goes to the synodical authorities and 
they through the necessary procedures 
get the help of the Board of American 
Missions. A mission developer canvasses 
the field, and calls upon him to open his 
home to a meeting of his interested 
neighbors. Their first problem is a suit- 
able regular meeting place. They realize 
that a chapel is their most urgent need. 
They indicate a willingness to dig deeply 
into their own pockets, and are confident 
that many others not yet reached by the 
mission developer will do the same. 
They start a fund and make subscriptions 
to that end. Meantime they seek and 
eventually engage an architect. The mis- 
sion developer tells them of the counsel 
available from the Church extension di- 
vision of the Board, so they seek it. 
They also seek out available lots that are 
located on prominent streets and are 
large enough to afford ample off-street 
parking. Through the synod they ask for 
help to acquire the lots, and in that they 
get an immediate loan from the board. 
By the time they have their architectural 
plans made satisfactorily and approved 
by the U.L.C.A.’s committee on Church 
architecture, they have enough cash on 
hand and pledged normally 25% to 
83314% of the cost, and sufficient credit 
at a local bank, to assure a first mort- 
gage bond of 20%, to make application 
to the board for enough money, 4674 to 
55%, to complete their chapel, including 
furniture, equipment, grading, walks, 
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etc. Usually within three years from the 
time of organization they can dedicate a 
lovely new church. 

The normal new home mission church 
being built today seats 150 to 175 people. 
It is built not for the Christmas and 
confirmation day crowds, but for the 
average attendance. It is the Church’s 
experience that about one third of a 
congregation’s membership makes up the 
average attendance. It is wise, therefore, 
to build for one-third of the anticipated 
membership, of ten years hence. If 
growth exceeds that expectation, it is 
always possble to hold two or more serv- 
ices a Sunday morning. There is usually 
also a basement and other -rooms for 
Sunday school and social purposes, but 
the chapel is so placed on the plot that 
there is room for the building of addi- 
tional facilties with an eventual church 
capable of serving a much larger con- 
gregation. 

In most of the new mission chapels 
now being built much of the work is 
done by volunteer labor. Often because 
of current high costs, only the basic 
features of construction are used. For 
example, many are built of cinder or 
concrete blocks, so set that later the ex- 
terior can be faced with stone or brick, 
and the interior furred and _ plastered. 
This economy makes good architectural 
planning essentials for the lines of the 
building and its proportions must give 
it a churchly and attractive appearance 
despite its modest materials. The gather- 
ing together of the members for manual 
work together is a fine bond of fellow- 
ship that creates a tie between them and 
a loyalty to the congregation that greatly 
enhances its solidity and permanence. 


In 1947 there were some 180 unhoused 
congregations. That number has now 
been reduced to some 120, not counting 
those who have buildings under way. 
The number of new fields awaiting de- 
velopment toward the organization of 
congregations and eventual building of 
churches is not diminishing, but rather 
increasing. The building of church homes 
for Christian people will be a continuing 
task so long as there are any unchurched 
communities, and thus a joyous privilege 
for all who love their Lord and want to 
help extend His Kingdom. 


® PREPARATION 


If there is a mission church in your com- 
munity, perhaps you could get the pastor to 
come and speak to your group on this subject. 
Your synod may have a film strip or a set of 
slides on mission development in your area of 
the Church. If so, use it in connection with 
this topic. If the accompanying script is ade- 
quate, perhaps this material may be unneces- 
sary. In any case, you will need to make ad- 
vance study of this material in order to de- 
termine whether or not what is here presented 
may be more complete. Have a group of 
Leaguers with speaking ability to present this - 
material. 


@ PROGRAM 


“Praise the Lord of Heaven” 
(252, PSH; 79° GYH*) 


Responsive Reading: Psalm 100 
(41 PSH; 352 CYH*?) 


Gloria Patri (Said or sung) 
Scripture: Romans 16:1-5 


Prayer: A suitable free prayer for Home Mis- 
sions or Collect No. 18 in PSH, or Nos. 35 
and 76) 


Hymn: 


Hymn: 


“From Ocean Unto Ocean” 
(364 PSH; 162 CYH*) 
The Topic: (As suggested above) 
Offering : 
Hymn: “My Country, ’Tis of Thee” 
(361 PSH; 169 CYH*) 


*® Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
the U.L.P.H. 


ALL FOR CHRIST: (1) DISCOVERING THE UNCHURCHED 
Matthew 10:5-16 
By THE REV. ROYAL E. LESHER, Director of Evangelism, U. L. C. A. 


© PREPARATION 

Preparation of this topic should include the 
gathering of certain facts and information about 
the church and the neighborhood. The leader 
would do well to select several leaguers to 
assist in doing this and in presenting it to the 
League. Such information should include: 

1. Determine the Church’s area of responsi- 
bility. By that is meant the area in which the 
church should know who lives in every house 
and to what church they belong. The name and 
location of each church in this area should 
be listed. The total membership of all these 
churches should be secured and a fairly accu- 
rate estimate of the population in the area. 
The difference will be the number of people 
who do not belong to a church in the neigh- 
borhood. 

2. Methods the Church has or is using to 
discover the unchurched. 

From the pastor, the evangelism committee or 
who ever may be responsible, the person as- 
signed should find out what methods are being 


used at present; who does the work; the number 
of unchurched people already identified and the 
number of inactive members in the church, An 
appraisal should be made of the adequacy of 
the methods used. 

3. A study should be made of the methods 
suggested in this topic and suggestions made 
that one or more of them should be engaged in 
by the League as a whole or by individual 
members. , 

To present this topic the leader might dis- 
cuss it in’ a general way and then call on 
those who have made these studies to present 
their findings. It should lead to an interesting 
discussion and to some action on the part of 
the League. 


© BIBLIOGRAPHY 


You Shall Be My Witnesses (chapter 5) Avery 
and Lesher, Muhlenberg Press, 90 cents. 


A Workable Plan of Evangelism Dawson Bryan 
(Chapter 2) Abingdon-Cokesbury $1.50. 


How To Increase Church Membership and At- 
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alas 


A) 


' & 
tendance (Chapter 3) Abinddon Cokesbury 
$1.75. 


@ PROGRAM 


Silent Prayer 
Hymn: “Christ For The World, We Sing” 
(278 CYH*) 
Psalm 1: Read _ responsively 
The Gloria Patri (Said or sung) 
The Scripture Lesson: Matthew 10:5-16 
Prayers 
By the leader 
Sentence prayers by the Leaguers 
Hymn: “Where Cross the Crowded “Ways of 
Life” (288 CYH*) 
The Topic 
Discussion of the Topic 
Offering 
Hymn: “The Voice of God is Calling” 
(244 CYH) 
Luther League Benediction 


* Christian Youth Hymnal, blicati f 
the U.L. P. H. d sen Raa 


@ THE TOPIC 

More than 70,000,000 people in the 
United States and Canada are un- 
churched. By that we mean they are 
members of no christian church. 20,000,- 
000 children and young people receive 
little or no religious instruction. Over 
400,000 members of our United Lutheran 
congregations are inactive. They do not 
receive the Lord’s Supper even once a 
year. Only from 30% to 50% of our 
church members worship regularly every 
Sunday. These amazing figures challenge 
the Christian church today. When Jesus 
said, “The harvest is truly great, but the 
labourers are few’, He described our 
present situation in a remarkably accurate 
fashion. 

Most of these unchurched millions will 
never find their way into the church by 
themselves. Few of the inactive members 
will return to the church without the 
help of their interested fellow-members. 
We cannot take the attitude so often 
expressed, “The church is here and open 
—they are welcome if they want to come’. 
More than that, such an attitude is con- 
trary to the very genius of the Gospel 
which commands us, “Go Tell”. It will 
take the best evangelistic application of 
the Gospel we in the Church can make 
to meet the challenge of our times. 

The first task is to find these people. 
Until we know who they are and where 
they live it is impossible to bring a per- 
sonal witness to them. Our concern in 
this discussion, therefore, will be to de- 
termine the best methods of identifying 
these unchurched millions in America. 


Think of Your Own Church 
At the very outset we should determine 
to think of the suggestions and the ap- 
plication of the discussion to our own 
church and the neighborhood around it. 
It is only by breaking the whole country 


~ down into such neighborhood areas that 
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we can hope to do a very effective job 
of discovering the unchurched. When 
our area has been determined we can 
then set ourselves to the task of comb- 
ing it thoroughly to find the people in 
whom the church should be interested. 

Nor can we be satisfied until we have 
discovered who lives in every house and 
to what church they belong. We must 
also find out if they are actively engaged 
in the work of the church of their choice. 
This includes every one—every member 
of every family in the community. We 
may expect to find unbaptized children, 
children and young people not enrolled 
in any church school or youth group, 
and, of course, men and women who have 
no church affiliation. 

Our task will be to get as much in- 
formation about such people as we can 
and report it carefully to the pastor or 
the evangelism committee of the church. 
All this will then be recorded in an 
orderly manner so that the work of win- 
ning them for Christ and His church 
may proceed. When this has been done 
by every church throughout the country, 
we shall have taken the first long step 
in the evangelistic process. 


Where Do These Unchurched 
Millions Live? 

They live everywhere. We find them 
in rural neighborhoods, in villages, in 
small towns, in small cities and in the 
great metropolitan areas. Naturally they 
are not evenly distributed. Some cities 
and towns have more than others. Cer- 
tain sections of a city may have a greater 
number of them. Many of them live 
where we have no churches nearby. This, 
then, becomes a field for survey for a 
new mission. But wherever you go in 
this land you will find unchurched peo- 
ple. How many of them live in your 
neighborhood? 

The mobility of the American people 
makes discovery of the unchurched more 
difficult. Herman N. Morse in his new 
book, Again Pioneers quotes the striking 
estimates of the Bureau of Census for 
the period from 1940 to 1948, “It is an- 
nounced that in 1947 less than half of 
the families in the United States were 
living in the same houses they were oc- 
cupying in 1940. Of the more than 70,- 
000,000 people who had moved at least 
once during this seven year period, near- 
ly 40 percent had moved into a different 
state or county”. 

He continues, quoting, “A census re- 
lease in January 1949, reported that one 
out of every five persons in April 1948 
was living in a different house from the 


one he lived in a year earlier’—In this 
one post-war year the rate of movement 
was nearly three times the average rate 
of the previous seven years”. 

This means that our task of finding 
the unchurched is never done. Among 
these moving millions are both churched 
and unchurched. We must constantly be — 
watching our neighborhood for new peo- 
ple who move in. Some of them will be 
people who belong to a church where 
they came from, and it will be our privi- 
lege to welcome them and make them 
feel at home in our church. We should 
be the first to greet them and invite 
them to our church. But there will al- 
ways be some of these new people who 
have had no church home. It is the 
privilege of every church to welcome 
them to the community and to help them 
get acquainted through the fellowship 
of the church. 

Some of the members of our church 
will be among those who move some- 
where else. It is highly important that 
we help them find a church in their new 
community. By letting the pastor of the 
church nearest their new location know 
they are coming, that church can wel- 
come them immediately. They need not 
be found because they were never lost. 


Who Are These Unchurched People? 

They are people who make a living 
in our community. This includes a wide 
range of skills. There will be office peo- 
ple, engineers, salesmen, merchants, 
skilled and unskilled workers. Many of 
them will be professional people, doctors, 
lawyers, dentists and teachers. The un-, 
churched people usually represent a 
cross-section of the community. 

Most of them are not complete stran- 
gers to the church. They did go to Sun- 
day School as children and many of 
them were confirmed. But for one reason 
or another they lost interest and many 
have become completely indifferent. Usu- 
ally they want their children to have re- 
ligious instruction, so they send them to 
a church school nearby. Often young 
people from such homes are attracted 
to church youth groups for social rea- 
sons if for no other. Unchurched people 
generally respect the church and will 
receive callers in a courteous manner in 
most neighborhoods. There are excep- 
tions, but they are few. 


Who Shall Find These Unchurched People? 

This is the task and duty of every 
member of the church. We all know some 
unchurched people whom the pastor or 
no other member of the church has any 
way of knowing. To make a house to 
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house canvass is a task too big for the 
pastor alone or for a small group of 
people if the neighborhood is heavily 
populated. To watch every section of the 
neighborhood for new residents is impor- 
tant and must be done by the people 
who live in each section. Organized 
groups in the church, such as the Luther 
League, can be most helpful in finding 
them. 

Let no church pass the entire respon- 
sibility to the pastor. He simply cannot 
do it alone. Nor should he be expected to. 
If you will study the scripture passages 
suggested for this topic, you will find 
that Jesus and Paul and the other dis- 
ciples used everyone who believed to 
help bring people to them and to Christ. 
It is an important part of our Christian 
life to help find and win the unchurched 
and the indifferent. 


Methods for Discovering the Unchurched 

Here are listed some of the common 
and most effective ways for a church to 
find the people to whom the witness for 
Christ should be brought. Luther 
Leaguers can participate in most of 
them. However, some will be limited to 
the pastor and the Evangelism Commit- 
tee of the church. 


A—The Church and organization rolls. 

1. Inactive members. The church 
rolls should be studied to discover who 
is not attending, communing or support- 
ing the church. 

2. In many families only the husband 

or the wife or a young person belongs 
to the church. Other members of such 
families should be listed. 
‘8. The church school roll beginning 
with the Nursery Department should be 
studied very carefully, Most church school 
rolls will reveal many unchurched 
families. 

4. Every organization roll should be 
examined for members that do not be- 
long to the church. The youth organiza- 
tions are usually most productive. 

5. Pastoral acts. The pastor may offi- 
ciate at funerals, weddings or baptisms 
involving unchurched people. 


B—Other Methods. 

1. Visitors at church services. A good 
plan for securing their names and ad- 
dresses should be found. (Guest book, 
Visitors cards in the pews) 

2. Furnish the entire congregation 
with proper cards on which they may 
list all the unchurched people they know 
in the neighborhood. Such cards may 
be obtained from the Board of Social 
Missions. 

83. A community survey. This is the 
most complete method. It may be done 
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by one church or a group of churches 
working together. It is a house to house 
canvass gathering information on every 
family and properly recording it. For 
complete information see, “You Shall Be 
My Witnesses”, chapter 5, Avery and 
Lesher, Muhlenberg Press. 90 cents. 

4. Zone the neighborhood. Divide the 
neighborhood into zones of several blocks 
each. Make certain persons responsible to 
survey each zone and then to continue 
to act as, “Watchers”, for new residents. 


@ FROM THE BIBLE 

Luke 15:4-10. In these parables Jesus 
reveals the love of God for lost people. 
He indicates how diligently we should 
seek to find them in order that they 
might be won. 


Mark 10:18-15. The Lord is pleased 
when we seek, find and bring a little 
child to Him. 


John 1:41-51. The story of Andrew. find- 
ing Peter and of Philip finding Nathaniel 
should be good examples of the import- 
ance of finding the unchurched. 


John 4:27-43. A sinful samaritan woman 
finds people to bring to Jesus after He 
had touched her life very deeply. 


Luke 15:11-32. This parable describes 
the joy in a household when a son re- 
turns from a life of sin and shame, The 
same joy should be felt in the church 
when an indifferent member returns. 


I Timothy 2:1-6. Christ died for all the 
sins of all men, in all times. We must 
seek them and help them find salvation. 


I Corinthians 2:1-5. We should set out 
to find and to win people in a spirit of 
humility and deep faith. 


ALL FOR CHRIST: (2) INTERVIEWING PEOPLE FOR CHRIST 
Acts 1:4-8 
By THE REV. ROYAL E. LESHER, Director of Evangelism, U. L. C. A. 


® SUGGESTION 


This topic can be most effectively presented 
in the following manner:— 

1. The leader should summarize the mater- 
ial in the topic showing that interviewing people 
for Christ is something that laymen can and are 
doing; that Christ commanded it; that care- 
ful personal preparation should be made for 
it. 

2. Select four Leaguers to conduct an inter- 
view. They should consult one or more of the 
suggested books on evangelism to acquaint 
themselves with the techniques of a good inter- 
view. Two of them should act as the visitors 
and two as the prospects. Let them give the 
es possible demonstration of a well planned 
call, 

3. Following the interview, let the entire 
group discuss and criticize it in a constructive 
manner, 


® AUDIO VISUAL AIDS 


1. Salt of the Earth. A forty-five minute 
talking motion picture showing a number of 
interviews in the interest of evangelism and 
stewardship. It is furnished with a list of study 
questions for discussion. Stewardship office of the 
United Lutheran Church, 231 Madison Ave., 
New York. 

2. Film strip with recordings, Bringing 
Christ to the Home. Tidings, 1908 Grand Ave., 
Nashville 4, Tenn. 


® BIBLIOGRAPHY 


“You Shall Be My Witnesses,” Avery and 
Lesher, Muhlenberg Press—90 cents. 

“How To Increase Church Membership and At- 
tendance,”’ Weldon  Crossland,. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury—$1.75. 

“Approved Unto God,” Lutheran Commission on 
Evangelism, United Lutheran Publication 
House. 15 cents. 

“Reaching for Them,” Board of Social Missions, 
231 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y,. 
5 cents. 

“Let's Go Calling,” Parish and Church School 
Board, 1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


@ PROGRAM 
Silent Prayer 


Hymn: “TI Love to Tell the Story” (270 CYH*) 
Psalm 61—Read Responsively 
The Gloria Patri 
The Scripture Lesson: Acts 1:4-8 
The Apostles Creed 
Hymn: “‘Lord, Speak To Me” (260 CYH*) 
The Topic 
Prayer (Collect 72 CYH*) in Unison 
Silent Prayer (Each praying for someone who 
should be won) 
Offering 
Hymn: “From Ocean Unto Ocean” 
(162 CYH*) 
The Doxology 


*Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
the UEP aH; 


@ THE TOPIC 

“But ye shall receive power after that 
the Holy Ghost is come upon you; and 
ye shall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Sa- 
maria and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth”. Acts 1:8. These are the very 
last words Jesus spoke to his disciples 
here on earth. They carry both a promise 
and a command. The promise is that the 
Holy Ghost will come and. give them 
power. The command is that they shall 
be witnesses unto Him. 3 

Today we are His disciples. The Gos- 
pel which contains these words is our 
Gospel. We therefore hear Jesus address- 
ing this same promise and command to 
us,” You shall receive power from the 
Holy Ghost. You shall be witnesses unto 
me.” We can therefore proceed with 
our discussion of “Interviewing people 
for Christ” confident that it is the will 
of Christ that we do this and that He 
will help us by the power of His Spirit. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


The Lutheran Commission on Evangelism 

In 1947 the eight bodies of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council officially ap- 
proved the organization of the Lutheran 
Commission on Evangelism. One of the 
major objectives of the Commission is 
to recruit, train, and send forth at least 
300,000 Lutheran men, women and young 
people to witness for Christ and His 
church. This means about thirty people 
from each one of our nearly 11,000 ¢éon- 
gregations in the United States and Can- 
ada.-With this beginning it is the hope of 
the Commission that every congregation 
will continue to send forth witnesses as a 
regular activity. New witnesses should be 
added until all who can possibly do it 
are helping to bring Christ to the un- 
churched and indifferent. 


Can Laymen Interview People for 
Christ Effectively? 

The answer is “yes,” they can. During 
the last ten years the United Lutheran 
Churches have been sending out an in- 
creasing number of lay witnesses each 
year. They have gone out in rural areas, 
in small towns, and in cities. The reports 
show that they have won favorable de- 
cisions to prepare for church membership 
from two out of every five people they 
called on. In addtion to that, they made 
many friends for the church, many of 
whom made decisions later to unite with 
the church. Perhaps the most amazing 
things is the joy and satisfaction the 
visitors got personally out of their wit- 
nessing. 

Young people have proven themselves 
to be most capable witnesses too. This 
is especially true when they interview 
other young people. It is not uncommon 
for young people's teams to be more 
successful than the older adults. They 
should always be included in groups that 
are preparing to go out on a visitation. 


Personal Preparation Necessary 

We are. going out to interview people 
for Christ. We must therefore know Him 
ourselves. Then we must be prepared to 
tell others what we know about him in a 
persuasive, winsome manner. This should 
not be too difficult because most of us 
do know Him. We have learned about 
Him in our church school classes, in the 
catechetical class, in our Luther League 
discussions, and from our own private 
Bible reading and study. We have learned 
to worship Him in our church seryices 
and other Christian group meetings. 
Most of us live in a very intimate rela- 
tionship with Him, believing that He is 
our Friend and our Savior. 

Our most difficult task will be to learn 
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to tell what Christ means to us, to others 
in such a way that they will want to 
learn to know Him better. We will have 
to review our faith and put into intelli- 
gent language the things we believe and 
know about Him. Aids for doing this are 
available in many books on Evangelism. 
Consult one or more of those suggested 
in the Bibliography. 

Prayer. One of the most important 
steps in preparation is earnest prayer. 
Through prayer we tune our minds and 
souls with Christ and receive the power 
of the Holy Spirit to aid us in our inter- 
views. Yes, we will pray for those whom 
we shall interview, with faith that the 
Holy Spirit will go before us to prepare 
them for our coming. Without prayer 
most of our efforts will be futile. 

Love for people. We must go to those 
whom we shall interview in a true spirit 
of humility and love. We should try to 
reflect the love of Christ for us and for 
all men. For that reason we have come. 
We want them to feel that love of Christ 
too and respond to it. 

Know and love the church. Since the 
church is the medium through which peo- 
ple come into intimate fellowship with 
Christ and other Christians, we should 
know as much as possible about it. Learn 
all you can about the whole church and 
about your own congregation to which 
you will invite the people you interview. 


Conducting an Interview 

There are usually three stages in the 
progress of a good interview. 1. Entering 
the home and getting acquainted. 2. 
Stating the purpose of your call and 
bearing your witness. 3. Inviting the 
prospect to begin the steps of prepara- 
tion for church membership. 

1. Entering the home and getting ac- 
quainted. At the door the visitors intro- 
duce themselves in a natural and friend- 
ly manner. They state what church they 
are from and ask if they might come in 
to visit for a little while. 

Once they are in the house the visit- 
ors proceed to get acquainted as rapidly 
as possible. This is usually best accom- 
plished by asking leading questions. Such 
questions might be along the line of a 
man’s work; something interesting in the 
home; sports; or if there are children, 
about their school, ete. The main objec- 
tive is to have the people you are calling 
on to do as much of the talking as pos- 
sible. As they reveal some of their in- 
terests, habits, and character, the callers 
will have a better idea of how to carry 
out the more important part of their in- 
terview. As soon as a friendly atmosphere 
has been established, the visitors turn to 


the second stage of the call. 

2. Stating the purpose of your call 
and bearing your witness. 

The visitors may well lead into this 
part of the interview by continuing to 
ask questions. The questions now will 
be directed to their church life. They will 
endeavor to get as much information 
about their religious background as pos- 
sible. Usually this is not too difficult. 
However, the questions should be asked 
carefully, indicating an interest but not 
leaving the impression that they are pry- 
ing into private matters. ; 

When they have secured as much in- 
formation as is necessary, the visitors will 
begin to talk about their own church and 
what it has meant to them. They will 
talk about the services of worship, the 
pastor, the fine christian fellowship, the 
church school and other phases of the 
church program. Their conversation will 
naturally lead to what Christ has come 
to mean to them through their participa- 
tion in the work of the church. The visi- 
tors should be radiantly enthusiastic about 
the church and its work. As the pros- 
pects sense the real joy they are getting 
out of it, they may well reason that the 
church could mean as much to them. 

The folks called on will probably raise 
some objections, questions or offer rea- 
sons and excuses for living churchless 
lives. The visitors should listen kindly 
and understandingly but answer them 
positively and firmly. Drawing upon their 
own experience, the visitors should in a 
tactful way show how flimsy and un- 
tenable the excuses are. In cases of ser- 
ious questions or doubts the visitors 
should to the best of their ability at- 
tempt to answer them, again drawing 
heavily upon their own experience. If 
the questions are doctrinal or deal with 
matters of faith, the visitor may well 
say that those are the very things the 
pastor will discuss in his talks in prepa- 
ration for church membership. The visi- 
tors should never let themselves be drawn 
into an argument. 

3. Invite them to prepare for church 
membership. 

The conversation should move along 
in an easy, friendly and interesting man- 
ner. When the visitors have borne their 
witness and have answered questions and 
excuses they will want to close the inter- 
view in a successful way. This means 
extending an invitation to enroll in the 
pastor’s class or to transfer their member- 
ship. It is well to extend the invitation in 
a positive statement. The visitors may say 
something like this—Mr. and Mrs. Jones, 
you have agreed with so many things we 
have talked about this evening and that 
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the church stands for, now we would 
like to invite you to enroll in the pas- 
tor’s class which starts on ......... In 
these discussions you will learn more 
about it. The visitors may then go on to 
tell some of the interesting things that 
will be discussed in the class. They will 
also say that, after they have had the 
benefit of the class discussion, they may 
with the pastor make their decision to 
unite with the church. 

The visitors should have appropriate 
decision cards which they will ask the 
prospects to fill out. They will explain 
that this is a matter of information for 
the pastor that he may know how to pro- 
ceed with their preparation for church 
membership if they so desire. 

Many people following such an inter- 
view will be ready to make a decision. 
Some will be undecided. Others will not 
be ready. In either case the visitors 
should leave the home in a friendly man- 
ner. They should extend a warm invita- 
tion to worship at the church and to par- 
ticipate in the other activities of the con- 
gregation. In many cases it is well to in- 


vite them to come to church as _ their 
guests. Usually the church provides some 
selected pamphlets which the visitors 
should leave as they go on their way. 

The visitors leave, prepared to give the 
pastor or the evangelism secretary a 
signed card indicating their decision. Or 
if no decision was made, they will give 
full information about the call and the 
reasons for delaying. 

These cards will go back into the file 
if no decision was reached. They will be 
cultivated by mail and personal contact, 
so that at a future time when another 
visitation is in progress, they may be ap- 
proached and found ready. Many of the 
best people in the church have taken a 
year or more to come to a decision. 


@ BIBLE READINGS 
John 8:1-15. 

John 4:1-25, 

Luke 19:1-10. 

Acts 9:1-22. 

Acts 2:43-47, 
Matthew 5:13-16. 
Luke 10;1-17. 


HOW JESUS DEALT WITH MEN: (1) AN EARNEST 
YOUNG ENQUIRER 
Luke 18:18-27 
By THE REV. WALLACE G. MINKE, Rose Bay, Nova Scotia, Canada 


@ TOPIC METHOD 
Presentation and/or Discussion 

The aim in this topic is to suggest principles 
of discipleship; to bring into focus some re- 
quirements for following Jesus. The best method 
will be to present some of the facts connected 
with the incident of the Rich Young Ruler and 
then to discuss their application. The leader 
should not only be familiar with the basic 
topic material but should study carefully the 
statements suggested for discussion and the il- 
lustrative scripture passages. It should be de- 
cided in advance of the meeting which state- 
ments presented for discussion would prove most 
fruitful and interesting. If the group is of such 
nature that discussion comes spontaneously and 
easily, have several leaders prepare the topic 
material and then give their own answers to 
the questions of the group. The suggested state- 
ments and questions could be used to stimulate 
discussion and guide it. The leaders should also 
prepare a few short pointed questions of their 
own if this latter method is to be used. 


@ SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
Hymn. “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” 
(206 PSH; 365 CSB) 

Psalm 71 (CSB) or 36—responsively, followed 
by the Gloria Patri 

Scripture Lesson: Luke 18:18-27 (may be read 
in unison) The Rich Young Ruler. 

Hymn: “Take My Life and Let It Be” 

} (278 PSH; 382 CSB) 

Offering 

Prayer: (in unison) No. 10 Collects and Prayers 
CSB or No. 37 PSH 

The Topic 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The New Testament Benediction 


@ THE TOPIC 
The topic “How Jesus Dealt With 
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Men” naturally suggests attitudes by 


‘which our Lord would present Himself 


into our consciousness. It should suggest 
ways too, in which we may measure up 
our discipleship. Even as He has dealt 
with others, He would deal with us. 

Jesus came in contact with a great 
many individuals in the course of His 
few years of public ministry. When we 
consider the sketchiness of the accounts 
of the Gospels and yet how much of 
them is concerned with the relations be- 
tween Jesus and individuals, we must 
marvel at the number of people with 
whom He actually did deal. Yet in all 
the accounts of the Gospels we find that 
He dealt with each one personally—He 
dealt with each one as an individual. 
However, for the purposes of our study 
of this individual, the Rich Young Ruler, 
let us suggest four general attitudes 
through which He dealt with men. He 
met them, He helped them, He called 
them, He loved them. 

As we have already suggested, Jesus 
was by no means a recluse. He never 
shrank from the teeming humanity that 
He had come to seek and to save. He was 
not only noted but even notorious for 
His contacts with men. They fovnd fault 
with some of His associations. (Mark 
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2:16) Our earnest young enquirer had no 
difficulty in gaining an audience with our 
Lord. He is portrayed as very rich and 
important (a ruler of a synagogue, most 
likely) and out of the general pattern of 
the crowds of poor and needy among 
whom we think of our Lord as moying. 
But with the same graciousness and com- 
passion with which He had bade the 
mothers bring their little children to Him, 
He gave audience to the ruler and heard 
his important question. 

As men came into His Presence, as 
they came in contact with Jesus, they 
invariably were helped. It took but a 
word of faith or a tender touch to work 
miracles. Here was a man with a really 
important request. And we might feel 
that Jesus permitted Him to go away 
without giving him his desire. Yet in every- 
thing Jesus said to this young man He 
sought to help him in his quest. First, 
He corrected a serious error in his think- 
ing. There is but one good and that is 
God. This proud upright young ruler had 
the mistaken idea that he could earn his 
passport to eternity. Jesus reminded him 
that we are not good in ourselves or by 
ourselves. Even Jesus as a teacher, if con- 
sidered only as a man, was not to be con- 
sidered good. Then, without contradic- 
tion, He turned him to those things 
which we are able to do and decide for 
ourselves, our relations with our fellow- 
men. The young man’s answer shows that 
he still did not understand. “All these 
things I have kept from my youth up.” 
We are taught, almost as soon as we 
begin to learn the Ten Commandments, 
that we can never keep them completely. 
We are always guilty in some measure 
in our hearts and inmost thoughts even 
if we are not guilty of actual outward 
commission. We are guilty of the things 
we have not done as well as what we 
have done. Jesus sought to show this 
would-be perfectionist that there were 
things he had left undone that he ought 
to have done. He gave him something to 
think about! “Go sell all you have and 
give it to the poor.” Here was something 
to test that claim of lovng neighbor as 
self. But it was too much for him. St. 
Mark says, “He heaved a deep sigh and 
went sadly away”; Origen quotes from 
the wpocryphal Gospel of the Hebrews 
thus: “Then the young man began to 
scratch his head for that was not to his 
mind. And the Lord said to him: How 
then canst thou say, I have kept the 
law; for it is written in the law, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself; and 
lo! how many of thy brethren lie in the 
gutter and die of hunger, while thy table 
is loaded with good things, and nothing 
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is sent out to them.” 

As He sought to help him, Jesus at the 
same time tested the sincerity of the rich 
_ young ruler. Not only did He suggest an 
expression of love in giving up his wealth, 
but He asked for a personal commitment 
of life and being. “Come follow me.” 
Jesus ever calls men to discipleship and 
He asks that nothng ever be placed be- 
fore love and allegiance to Him. “He 
that loveth father and mother before me 
is not worthy of me.” He called the 
young man not only to part with the 
possessions he held dear, but also to 
undergo the discipline of discipleship. 
Only thus could his enquiry he finally 
answered: “Thou shalt have reward in 
heaven.” 

We may get the impression that Jesus 
failed with this man. There has been 
much speculation as to whether he later 
became a Christian. But we can be sure 
of a few things that came out of this 
contact with the man. The rich young 
ruler had his feeling of self-righteousness 
shattered. Despite the fact that he went 
away, he was now better able to discern 
something of the spirit of the law as well 
as its outward requirements. He was 
better prepared for salvation. We can be 
sure, too, of the love of Jesus and His 
concern for all men. He loved the rich 
young ruler. He tried to do all that He 
could for him. He regretted deeply the 
thing that stood between this promising 
young man and discipleship and salva- 
tion. He turned to the disciples and 
warned them against the powerful pull 
of riches. He warned them against the 
disaffections and disloyalties that arise 
because of materal possessions. But He 
taught above all, that the love of God 
can triumph over every obstacle that 
stands in the way of men’s salvation. He 
asserted that God can and will do the 
impossible, that God can and will do 
what man cannot do for himself. He will 
do it because He loves men and wants 
them for His very own. (“God so loved 
the world,” etc.) 

This is the crux in our Lord’s dealing 
with men. “We love Him because He 
first loved us.” The rich young ruler must 
have found something in our Lord that 
attracted and drew him for he came 
“running.” There must have been some- 
thing still in his heart for our Lord and 
His Way, for he went away “sorrowful.” 
But until we surrender ourselves com- 
pletely to His love and give ourselves 
and our all to His service and dedicate 
everything in and of our lives to His 
glory, we shall miss most of the point of 
what His coming into our lives should 
mean. 
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@ FOR DISCUSSION 

1. “To take the law in earnest is the 
true way to come to Jesus Christ.” How 
does this fit in with our aversion to what 
we call legalism? cf. Galatians 2:19. 

2. “All these I have kept from my 
youth, shows great moral ignorance but 
also noble sincerity.” Discuss. Can we be 
sincere in our belief in our own good- 
ness once we have been convinced of 
our sinfulness? (If the pastor is present, 
ask him to explain briefly how we can 
be “at the same time righteous and 
sinners.” 

8. “The real substance of the request 
of Jesus, ‘to sell all, etc.’ is not an order 
to get rid of his goods, but a call to 
follow Him. The giving away of his 
money is only the condition of entering 
into that new career that is open to him.” 

Does this suggest that a “test of faith” 
is necessary for true discipleship? “Tith- 
ing,” says Pastor Kenneth Hewitt,” is a 
test of our faith, it is showing God we 
mean business when we say we love Him. 

4. “To separate oneself from every- 
thing in order to follow Jesus is really 
life and salvation.” What do you think 
of this statement? Does this make a “vow 
of poverty” the main assurance of sal- 
vation? 

5. “It is not the fact of ownership 
which hinders salvation; it s the feeling 
of security which it inspires.” cf. v. 24. 

Is it true that money in our pockets 
is about the most comforting and assur- 
ing thing we think we can have today? 

6. “If those whom God has blessed 
abundantly are to have great difficulty 
in gaining salvation, what shall happen 
to the rest?” Discuss. 

If riches are a burden and impediment 

to salvation, why does God lavish them 
upon some Christians? Or does He? Why 
do Christians strive for wealth? 
7. “Here is a sphere in which the 
possible is impossible and the impossible 
is made possible by Divine and not hu- 
man operation.” 

Does this mean that we are unable 
to do by ourselves what is involved in 
following Jesus? Does it mean we must 
ask Jesus to tell us what to do with the 
blessings He has showered on us? 

8. It is not what we do with what 
we have, but what we let God do with 
what He has given us. Is there a 
danger of placing the emphasis on the 
giver? Do Christians always give God 
the glory? Is it a sin of pride to let 
people know how much you give? 


@ DAILY BIBLE SELECTIONS 
Mark 2:13-17. Jesus gained animosity as 
well as acclaim because of His contacts 


and associatons with men, 


Matthew 20:20-28, 29-34. Jesus was al- 
ways willing to go out of His way in 
order to help people. “What do you want 
me to do for you?” was His frequent 
question. 


Luke 9:57-62. Jesus aggressively called 
men to follow Him but He wanted no 
partial or divided service and allegiance. 


John 12:23-36. Jesus had a consuming 
passion for the souls of men. “I will draw 
all men unto me.” 


John 3:1-16. What seems impossible with 
men, God can do when it involves men’s 
salvation. 


Galatians 3:19-29. The law is the means 
by which we come to know our sin and 
need of a Saviour. 


Operation Spiritual in 
Prayer Laboratories 


(Continued from Page 15) 


6. It must be repeated again, and 
ever again, that the essential thing of 
prayer is that it be a genuine search after 
God. 


7. The leader may help Leaguers to 
pray audibly by teaching them to follow 
prayer patterns. cf Worship by Theodore 
K. Finck chapter XII. 


8. Some Scripture should be memor- 
ized in each prayer laboratory. Members 
may be given opportunity to mention 
incidents during the week where the 
memorized passage helped them over a 
hard place. 

Some discussion should be encouraged 
but the major part of the period should 
be given over to prayer and the meeting 
should close with prayer, not discussion. 

Prayer is our means of communion 
with the unseen God. We speak to Him 
and He hears and answers our prayers 
in His own way; not in audible words, 
nor as a magician of mystic power, but as 
a wise Father, supplying that which is 
for our highest good through the avenues 
of divine law. Sometimes He answers 
“yes”, sometimes “no”, and sometimes 
“wait awhile”. The true test of an- 
swered prayer is not whether it alters the 
pattern of the physical world, but whether 
it changes life. None can fathom the 
mystic forces of prayer, yet we know that 
“the prayer of a righteous man has great 
power in its effect”. 
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BIBLE CROSS-WORD SOLUTION 


BE ZEREuaZ YNGGEE 


LER 


lat 
Sui-l 
BE\E\n 


HED YZ rey 
BRED ZNEGEEDE 


THE RETURN TO PRAYER 

(Continued from Page 24) 
how serious sin is, though the sin of pride may itself 
keep us from humble access to God with penitence in our 
hearts and confession on our lips. Confession will always 
be an important part of the prayers of the earnest Christian. 


A Laboratory of Prayer 

A Prayer Laboratory, as now proposed, is a new idea 
among us, and one which invites the serious considera- 
tion of all who would improve their prayer practice. The 
place where it may be held is not important; rather it is 
the experience that is had by those who participate. New 
insights into the benefits of prayer, and increased facility 
in its use as a spiritual exercise may be obtained, especial- 
ly when groups of growing Christians get together in 
small informal groups to work at it. This is appropriate 
for all the organizational groups in the life of the Church, 
and is being sponsored by the Luther League as a part 
of “Operation Spiritual”. (Suggestions may be found in 
the December, 1949, issue of The Luther League Review.) 

The benefits of using Prayer Laboratories, however, 
will not be limited to the time and place of that particu- 
lar practice. The benefits will mount up and flow over 
into all the life of the participating Christian. He will 
appreciate prayer as a privilege, rather than as a mere 
duty. He will eagerly seek to engage in it at many times 
in the round of his daily experience. He will no longer 
think of prayer as something one “says” the last thing 
before he hops into bed after a long and wearisome day, 
a sort of formal “good night” to God. He will think of 
it as a continuing fellowship from which he derives. dy- 
namic for daily living. He will have his set times for 
prayer, but he will not be confined to those alone. He 
will scarcely do anything without engaging in prayer 
about it. It may be only ejaculatory or aspiratory, very 
brief in extent, but very potent in making him God-con- 
scious throughout the length and breadth of his days. 

Today as never before is there need for prayer in the 
lives of men and nations. The world is on the brink of 
destruction because of its lack of emphasis on the de- 
velopment of the religious sense. Prayer, our deepest 
source of interior power, has been woefully neglected. 
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